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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE ka^fig Prittcipks, viiaxh. run 
diro* the ^Honing ^im^e^ make 
, a fmall Part of a much^more cxteniiw: 
Work, planned on the general Subject of 
Matmers. In the mean time, the Writer 
thought it not amiits to ofier his. Sentiments 
on the foment State and Situation of his 
Country, at a Crjfis fb important and 
alarming. 
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PART I. 



DELINEATION 

OF 

The Ruling Manners and 
Principles. 



S E C T. I. 

THH DESIGN. 

SUPERFICIAL, though zealous, j ^ (, T. 
Obfervers, think they fee the Source i. 
of all our public Mifcarriages in the parti- 
cular and accidental Milcondutfl of Indivi- 
duals. This is not much to be wond^ed 
at, becaufe it is ia cafy a Solution. 

B 2 This 
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12 jin Bfiimate of the Manners 

8ECT. This pretence, too, is plaufibly urged 

I' upon the Peofrfc by ptoftigate Scribblers, 

who find their Account ip it. It is a fort 

of Compliment p£ud the Public, to perfuadd 

them, that they have no Share in the Pro» 

. duftion of thefe national Misfortunes. 

But a candid and mature Confideration 
will convince us, that the Malady lies 
dee^rthan what is commonly fulpefted; 
and, on impartial Enquiry, it will pro- 
bably be found fpringing, not fi-om vary^ 
ing and incidental, but from permanent 
and eAablilhed Caufes. 

It is the obfervation of the greateft of 
■ political Writers, that " it is by no means 
*• Fortune that rules the World : for this 
** we may appeal to the Romans, who 
f* had a long Scries of Prolperitles, wheo 
r they acSed upon a ccrtmn Plan j and an 
*' uniflr 
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** imintemipted Courfe of Misfbrtunes, sect, 
- •' when Acy conduced themfelves upon '• 
" another. There are general Caufes, na- 
" tural or moral, which q)erate in evcfy 
"State; which raife, fupport, or overturn 

Among all theie varbus Cauiesj none 
perhaps ib' much contributes to rai(e or iink 
a Nation, as the Manno-s and Principles 
of its People. But as there never was any 
declining Nadon; which had not Cauies of 
Da:lenlion peculiar to itfelf> fb it will re- 
quire a minute Inveftigation into the lead- 

* ** Cen'eft pas laFortunequidomijiele Monde; 
'** oa peut le demanJcr aux Remains, qui eurent yne ' 
-<* fuite continuellc dcs Profparit^ quand ils fc gon* 
*' vcrncrcnt fur un certain Plan, & une fuitc non in- 
*' terrompuc de revcrs lors qu'ils fe co/iduilirent fur 
** un antre. II y a des Cxufcs generates, foit morales, 
*■ foit phytiquesj qui «gillcnt dans chzqifc MonafchiCi 
** t'elevcnt, la maintiennent, bu la precipitent."— 
Grandeur', tic. dts Rsmains, c. 18. 

B 3 ing 
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14. ^ 'Ejimate of the Manners 

.SEC T.ing Manners and Principles of the prefent 
'• Times, to throw ajuft Lighten die pecu- 
liar Caufes of our calamitous Situation. 



To delineate thcfc Manners and Princi- 
ples without Aggravation or Weakncfs, to 
unravel their EfFc£ts on the public State and 
Wfilfare, and to trace them to their real 
though diftant Sources, is indeed a Taflc of 
equal Difficulty and Importance. 

It miay be neceflary therefore to apolo- V 
gife even for the Attempt : as being fup- 
pofed to lie beyond the SfAerc of him who 
makes it. To this it can only be replied, 
that a common Eye may foffibh^ diicover 
s lurking Rock or Sand, while the able 
and experienced Mariners overlook the 
Danger, through their Attention to the 
Helm, the Sails, or Rigging. 
. He 
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He will be much miftaken, who expe<93 sect, 
to find here a Vein of undjftinguifhing and ^' ■ 
licentious Satire. To rail at the Times at 
large, can ferve nogoodParpolb; and ge- 
nerally arifeth from a Want of Knowledge 
or a Want of Honefty. There never was 
an Age or Nation that had not Virtues and 
Vices peculiar to itlelf : And in fomc Rc- 
ipetfts, perhaps, there is no Time nor 
Country delivered down to us in Story, in 
which a wife Man would fo much wiih 
to hkve lived, as in our own. 

Notwithstanding this, our Situation 
feems moft dangerous : We arc rolling 
to the Brink of a Precipice that muft deftroy 



At fuch a Jun^re, to h(^ up a trtke 

MiiToir to the Public, and let the Nation 

fee tbemfthes as the Authors of their own 

B 4 Mis-. 
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SEC T. Misfortunes, cannot be a very popular De- 

^' fign. But as the Writer is not foIIicitoiK 

about private Confequences, he can with 

the greater Security adopt the Words of an 

hon^ft and fenfible Man. 

. **'Mosx comnaonly, fiich as palliate 
'"Evils,, and (reprefent the State of Things 
'" in a founder Condition than truly they 
'*' are, do diereby copfuft beft foi' them- 
"•* felves, and better recommend their own 
'•■"Bufinefs and Pretenfions In the World : 
*' But he who, to " the utmoft of his Skill 
*' and Power, ipeaks the Truth, where 
" the Good of his King and Country ase 
•• concerned, will be moft cftcemed by 
*' Perlbns of Virtue' and Wifdom: And to 
" the Favour and Protection of fuch, thefe 
" P^r^ are cormnitted *." 

* Dr. DavinaMy on Trade, 

■ Sect. 
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Sect. n. 

Of the ^rit ^ Liberty. 

Before we enumerate the concuitent sect, 
CiufeBc^our fH'^fentMi^ortunesandPe- it* 
clinej let us, by way of Contraft, muftdr 
the few remaining Virtues we have left; 
to which, in part, it is owing, that our 
Alisfottunes are not heavier, and our de- 
cline more rapid. 

Among thefe, the iirft and moft im- " 
portant, is the Spirit of Liberty. This, 
happily, ftill fubfifts among us : Not in- 
deed in its genuine Vigour ; for then, it 
would work its genuine efFe(fts. Yet, that 
ihe Love of Liberty is not extinguiihed, 
appears ^m die united Foice <£■% dimded 
.People. It ftill animates thdr Converia- , 
tk>n, and invigorates their Addrefies : tho' 
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SEC T.in their Condud it appears no more. But 

'^- it is remarkable, that in Proportion as this 

Spirit hath grown Weak in Deeds^ it hath 

gained Strength in Words ; and of late run 

out, into unbounded Licenfe. 

This, however, appears beyond a 
Doubt : that we all wifh to continue free ; 
tiio' we have not the Virtue to fecure our 
Freedom. The Spirit of Liberty is now 
ilruggling with the Manners and PrindpleSi 
as formerly it ftruggled with the Tyrants 
of the Time. But the Danger is nqw 
greater, becaufe the Enemy is within ; 
worlcing fecretly and fecurely, and deftroy- 
ing all thole internal Powers, from which 
alone an efFeftual Oppofition can arife. 

Wherever this Spirit of Liberty fub-- 

fifts in its full Vigour, the Vigilance and 

Power of impotent Governors are vain : A 

Nation can neither be furprifed nor com-^ 

pelled 
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pelled into Slavery : When this i3 extin- sect. 
guilhed, neither rfie Virtue nor Vigilance "• 
of Patriot can iave it. In the Reign of 
jAMGsdieSecond, (7r/i3/£r//(»n was free, 
tho' a dcijjotic Prince was op the Throne: 
At the Time when Cesar fell. Seme 
was ftill inflavcd, tho' the Tyrant was no 
more. 

This great Spirit hath produced more 
full and complete £fFe<^ in our own 
Country, than in any known Nation that 
e^er was upon Earth. It appears indeed, 
from a Concurrence of Fads too large to 
be produced here, that whereas it hath been 
ingrafted by the Arts of Policy in other 
Countries, it fliootsup here as from its natu- 
ral Climate, Stock, and Soil. From this 
Diftindtipn, if lai4 in Nature, two or three 
Confequences will ' fairly ariJe. Its Ef- 
fe^ muft, of courfe, be more vigorous 
4 ^nd 
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8ECT.Wid^l^' It's Deftru^cHi, by external 

II. Violence, wiUprobaUy be no more than 

■ r temporary. It's chief Danger muft arifc 

' from iucb Cauies, ^s may potfon the 

■-Roet} or attack, and deftro^ the natural 

Spirit iCiHf: Thefe muft be fuch Cauies, 

as can fteal opon^ and fubdue the Mind: 

that is, they muft be " fome Degcne- 

" racy or Corruption of Ac Manners and 

" Principles of the People." 

Sect. m. 

Of the Spirit ^Humaniiy. 

Let us now trace the Spirit of Liberty 
through fuch of its Effefts, as are not yet de- 
ilrt^edby oppolite Principles and Mannpr^ 

The firft diat occiirS, is Humanity. By 
this, is not meant that Smoo^efs and re- 
fined Poli/h of external Manners, by which 
the preferit Age^affetfts to be diffinguiihed : 
' / for 
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for ihis, k is apprehended, will belong to s e c x. 

another Clafs. ByHimanity, rfiereft»-e, is *"* . 

meant, " that Pity for Diftrefs, that Mo- 

*• deration in limiting Punifhmcnts by their' 

" proper Ends «nd Meafures, by which 

<* this Nation hath always been- djAin- 

<* guiftied.'* 

The Leni^^ of our Laws in c^italCa- 
fes } our Companion for tonvifted Crimi- 
nals} even die general Humanity of our 
Hi^waymen and Robbers, compared wIHi 
thofe of other Countries -, theie are concur- 
rent Proofs, that the Spirit of Humanity is 
natural to our Nation. 

The many noble Foundadons for the 
Relief of the Miferable and the Friendkfs ; 
die large annual Supplier irom voluntary 
Charities to thefe Foundadons } the frequent 
and gene^us Afiiftancc ^ven to the Unfor- 
tunate, v^o cannot be adnutted into thefe 
Founda- 



»i by Google 



2Z An Eftimate of the Manners - 

SECT. FoundatiooG } aO thele are fuch indliputa- 
III' ble Proofs of a national Humanity, as it 
' were the higlwft Injuftice not to acknow- 

ledge and applaud. 

Sect, IV. 
Of the civil Aimimjlration ofjujiice. 

Another Virtue, and of the higheft 
Confcquence, asit regards the immediate 
and private Happinefs of Individuals, yet 
left among us, is the pure Adminiftration 
of Juftictf, as it regards private Property. 

Many Caufes may be affigned, fiar the 
Continuance of this public Bleffing. The 
Spirit of Liberty and Humanity beget a 
Spirit of Equity, where no contrary Paflion 
interferes : The Spirit of Commerce, now 
predominant, begets a kind of regulated 
, Selfifhnefs, which tends at once to the In- 
creafe and Prefcrvation of Property. The 
DilHcul^ of cx>rrupting Juries under the 
Checks 
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Checks of their prefent Eftabliilunent, in s e c x. 
moft Cafes prevents the very Attempt ^^• 
And the long-continued Example of a ~" 
great Perfon on the Seat of Equity, hath 
diilufed an uncorrupt Spirit through the 
inferior Courts, and will ihine to the lateft 
Poftcrity. 

Sect. V; 
Of the Ruling Manners of the T'imes. 

Having made tfois prefatory Eflimatc 
of thole remaining Manners which may 
demand Efteem and, Applauie, let us now 
proceed to die ruling Manners of die 
Times ; from which this Age and Nation 
derives its preient and particular Complex- 
ion. 

It may be ncceHaty K) remark, that this 
defignedEftimate extends not to the com- 
paradve Excellence of Manners and Prin- 
ciples, 
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e E c T.ciples, confidered in every View, .and iij 
'^' all their Variety of near and remote Effe<aa. 
It relates n<A to the immediate Happineis 
<x Mifcry, which Individuais,, Families, or 
Nations, may derive from the Force of 
^evaUing Principles and Manners- Thefe 
■ Effedls branch out into an Infinity <^ iOr 
tricate Combinations, which cannot be 
comprehended', in . the prcfcnt, but will 
makca material Part of Tome future En- 
quiry. This Eftimatc, therefore, confines, 
itfelf to fuch Confequences only, as affedl 
^e Duration oi ih& public State : So thaft 
the leading Queflion will be, " How fat 
*• the prefent ruling Manners and Principlfefe 
" of fhis Natbh may' tend to its Gontinu- 
" ance or Deftmftion." ' 

In Confequence of this ReftritSion, the 
Manners and Principles of die common 
People will fcarce find a Place in the Ac*; 
count. For though die Sumtotalof a Na^ 
' tioi^s 
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tions immediate Happinefs muft arife, and sect, 
beeftimatcd, from the Manners and Prin- __ ' 
ciples of the Whole; yet the Manners and 
. Prindples of thole who lead^ not of thofe 
who are led; of thofe y/ho govern^ not of 
thofewho jr^_g-(nwrwi/; of thofe. In fliort, 
who make Laws or execute them, will ever 
determine the Strength or Weaknefs, and 
therefore the Continuance or Diflblution, 
of a State. 

For the blind Force or Weight of an 
ttngov«-ned Multitude can have no fteady 
nor rational Effed, unlefs Ibme leading 
Mind roufe it into AfHon, and point it to 
it's pre^rEW; without this, it is either a 
brute and random Boky or a Ufelefs Ball 
fleeping in the Cannon : It depends on 
ibme' fuperior LiteUigence, to give it both 
Impulfe and DireSiion. 

Indeed, were the People remarkably 

corrupt, they might properly make a Part 

C of 
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"_ of this Enquiry: But in moftof diofe im- 
portant Circumftances to which this EiK— 

""mate refers, they are in general much more 
irreproachable than their Superiors in Sta- 
tion ; efpecially, if we except the lower 
Ranks of thofe who live in great Towns, 
It will therefore be unneceffary to mark 
the Charafl:er of their Principles or Man- 
ners, unlefs where thfey appear evidently 
poifoned by the Example or other Influence 
of the higher Ranks in Life. ; 

Now the flig^eft Obfervation, if at- 
tended with Impartiality, may convince us, 
that the Charader of the Manners of this 
Age and Nation, is by no means tlwt of 
edfandoned fVichdnefs and ProJHgacy. This 
Degree of Degeneracy, indeed, is often 
imputed to the Times : But, to what 
Times hath it not been imputed ? Prefent 
Objcdls are naturally magnified to the hu- 
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man Eye,, while remoteones, though lar- sect.' 
ger in Dimenfions, vanifh into nothing. ^' 
Hence the Speculative and Virtuous,, in 
every Age, confining their Views to thrir 
own Period, have been apt to aggravate its 
Manners into the higheft Degree of Guilt ; 
to fatyrize, rather than defcribe; to throw , 
their rclpedtive Times into one dark Shade 
of Horror, rather than mark their peculiar 
Colour and Complexion, 

Here, a large Field of Compariibn and 
Debate would open, were it neceflary or 
even expedient to enter upon it. We 
might caft our Eye upon the Manners pi 
Rome, Carthage, , and many other 
States, in their laft declining Period j where 
"we ftiould behold fuch tragic Scenes (rf" 
Cruelty, Impiety, and Oppreffion, as would 
confound the moft, fanguine Advocate for 
the Manners of Antiquity. But, in Truth, 
C 2 there 
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SEC T. there clan be no Occafion for this Difi^ay 
V. of Trofiigacy : For if the previous Eftimate, 
already given, bejuft; if the Spirit of Zi- 
ierty, Jiumamly, and Equity, be in a cer- 
tain Degree /et left among us, £»neof the 
liioft ef&nttai Foundations of abandoned 
Wickednefe and Prt^igacy can have no 
Place : For thefe are Servility^ Cruelty, 
. and Opprejjion. How far we may be from 
this laft Period of Degeneracy, it were 
Prefumption to affirm: At prelent, it is 
certab, we are not arrived at it. When- 
ever diis &tal Time approaches^ it will 
come diflinguiihed by its proper and pecu- 
liar Charaders ; and whoever ihalleltimate 
fuch Times, will find himfelf under the 
iame Circumftance with the great Hiflo- 
rian, who, in the profligate Poiod of de- 
clining Rome, tells us he had nothing to 
relate, but " &lfe Accu&tions, bloody 
*' Prolcriptions, treacherous Friendihips, 
« and 
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" and the DeftnidticMi of the Inno-s e ex. 

Thjs, wc may truly affirm, is far from 
the Charaflcrofthe Manners of our Times t 
which, on a Sair Examin ation, will pro- 
bably appear to be that of a " vahy luxu- 
" riousj zrAj'el^ Effeminacv,'* 

This will be evident from a iimpleEnu-! 
meration of acknowledged Fads: msHiyof 
them indeed, in Appearance, too trite to 
merit Notice, and too trifling ibr Rebuke j 
were th^ not, in their Tendency, as fe- 
^ tal to the Stabili^ of a Nation, as Maxinu 
and Manners mcH« apparently fla^tious. . 

As the firft Hat»ts pf Infancy and Youth 
(If^ivnonly determipp th« Charader of the 

• *' S«va juffa, continuas acrcufationes, fallaces 
f* amicitias, pemidcm ianocentium." Taat. Alt' 
ifel, \, iv. 

C 3 Man, 
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SEC T.Man, we hiight trace the Effeminacy of 
V. modern Manners, even to the unwhole-' 
feme Warmth of a Nurfery. As foon as 
the puny Infant is fuffered to peep from 
this Fountain of Weaknefs and Difeafe, he 
is confirmed in the Habits already contraft- 
ed, by a miftaken Tendernefs and Care. 
The *' School Boy's "Satchel, and fhining 
" Morning-Face," once the Charaderiftic 
of the Age itfelf, are now only to be feen 
among die Sons of Villagers and Peafants ; 
while the Youth of Quality and Fortune is 
wrapt up from the wholefome Keennefs of 
the Air : And thus becomes incapable of 
enduring the natural Rigours of his own 
Climate. 

. 'Tis odds, indeed, but the Prevalence 
<tf Fafiiion places him in feme public 
School, where, the learned Languages are 
taught : And, to do Juftice to the Times, 
the moll confidcrable among thefe Semi- 
naries 
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naries were never more ably fupplied than sect, 
at prefent. But whatever be die Mafter's v. 
Abifity, the Scholar's can in general reach 
no farther than to Words; diis firft Stage of . 
Education, therefore, can only be prepa- . 
ratory to a higher ■ without which, the 
other is defeated of its Purpofe. 

Here, then, lies an eflential Defe^ in 
modern Education. The Pupil is not 
carried on from Words to Things. The 
Umverjities, where the Principles oiKnovh- 
ledge fhould be imbibed, are growing ' 
daily thinner of young Men 3f Quality and , 
Fortune. Inftead of being initiated in 
BookSt where the Wifdom of Ages lies re- 
poied, our untutored Youth are carried 
into the World; where the ruling Objcfts 
that cattlh the Imagination, are the Sallies 
of Folly or of Vice. 

C 4 . • Thu9 
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E c T. Thus like Plants h^ftily removed 
V. from their fir A Bed, and expofed to the 
[ Inclemencies of an unwholcfome Air, 
without the Intervention of a higher and* 
more enlarged Nurfery^ where ftronger 
Shoots might be obtained, our rifing Youth- 
are checked in their Jir/i Growths^ and 
either i^V avi^ into Ignorance, or, at mofl, 
tecome Divarfi in Knowledge. 

But here, it muft pot hp diiguifed ; that 
an Abufe, through Time, hath infenfibly 
■ crept upon the Umverjities themfelves, and 
greatlyimpairedthcirUfe and Credit. The 
public Fountains of Inftrudtion are at length 
dried up ; and the ProfeJJorjhips, founded 
as the Means of general Inftrudlion, dege- 
nerated into gainful Smf-carw. Infteadgf 
thefe, where, by a proper Choice, every 
Department would naturally be filled with 
Ability in its refpedlive Science j \htpri~ 
mte JLedures of Colkge-Tutors have ufurped 
an4 
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and occupied their Place. Thus the greats e c t. ' 
"Lines of Knowledg; are'broken, and the v* 
Fragments retailed at all Adventures, by 
every ^^hnher oi ^ College, who chufeth to 
erciS himfelf into a Profe£or of every Sci- 
ence. What can be the Coniequence of 
this Praflice, but a partial and Jiiperjicial 
htfiruSiion? 'Tis true, there are in this 
Sphere, who would do Honour to the hlgh- 
eit Academical Station : But what an Ac- 
ceffion of Luftre, Fame, and Knowledge, 
would our Univerfities receive, were thefc 
few, now confined to the narrow Sphere of 
particular Colleges, ordwied and appoitaed 
to illuminate the wbole^ 

Neither would it reflect any Diflionour 
on our Univerfitics, if the few young Men ' 
of Fafhbn yet found there, were lad under 
the fame Reilraints of moral and literary 
pi^pline, vrith thofe of inferior Quality. 
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SECT. The next Error that prefents itfclf to . 
^' Obfervation, is that of fending g\it i^iorant 
Youth abroad. A Mind ftorcd with Tafte 
and Knowledge, will indeed naturally re- 
fine that Taile, and increafe that Know- 
ledge, by feeing and Judging of foreign 
Countries. . For thus he acquires a large 
Addition of new Experiences and Exam- 
ples, which may confirm or redify his prior 
Obfen^tions. On the contrary, we may 
aiErm, with Truth, that no Circumftance 
in Education can more furely tend to 
ftrengthen EfFenunacy and Ignorance, than 
the prefent premature, and indigefted Tra- 
vel. For as the uninftrufted Youth muft 
needs meet with a Variety of Example, good 
andbad, vile and praife- worthy, ashisMan- 
ners are childifh, and his Judgment crude, 
he will naturally imbibe what is moft con- 
fentaneous with his puerile Habits. Thus, 
while Wifdom and Virtue can find no Place 
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in him, every Foreign Folly, Effeminacy,'^ E c t. 
or Vice, meeting with a correipondentSoil, ^' 
' at once take Root and fiouriih. 

But fuppofe him not of that RanfcOT 
Fortune, which may demand or admit of 
the grand Tour ; he is then brought up to 
Londm^ and initiated in the Pleafures of the 
Metropolis. Here then let us view him, 
inipired with every fafhionable Ambition i 
while we take ai^ impartial Eihmate of thofe 
Amufements, or rather Employments, 
which attraft the Attention of the Town, 
and form the Genius and Character of the 
prcfentand rifing Generation. 

The firft and capital Article of Town- 
EfFeminacy is that of Drefs : which, in all 
its Variety of modern Excefs and Ridicule, 
is too low for ferious Animadverfion. Yet 
in this, muft every Man of every Rank and 
Age employ his Mornings, who pretends 
tokcep good Compafv;. Thcwifeft, the mofl: 
nrtuous, 
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SECT, virtuous, the moft polite, if defedive in 
V. thdc exterior and unmanly DclicacieSj are 
avcnded as low People^ whom Noikidyinows, 
and with whom one is ajhamed to befeen. 

How would he have bedn derided in 
the Days of Elizabeth, when a great 
Queen rode on Horfehack to St. Pa^Ts, 
who ffiould have foretold, that in lefe than 
two Centuries no Man of Fafliion would 
crols the Street to Dinner, without the ef- 
feminate Covering and Conveyance of aqt 
ea^Cifoir? 

Yet thus accoutred, Ae modem Afan 
ofFaftii<Miiscwryi?)i^(/to Company. "Wliere- 
ever he goes, he meets the fame falfe De- 
licacy in all : Every Circumftance of mo- 
dern Ufe conlpires to iboth hiip into die 
Excefs of Effeminacy: Warm Carpets are 
ipread under his Feet; warrq Hang^gs 
furrotuwj 
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fiHTOund him ; Doors and Windows nicely s e c i 
jfNnted prevent the ieaft rude Encroach- 7' 
ment of the external Air. 

Vanity lends her Aid to this unmanly 
Delicacy : . Splendid Furniture, a fumpta- 
ousSido-boaFd, a long Train of Attendants, 
an elegant and coiUy Entert^ment, fbf 
which Earth, AJa, and Seas, are ranlacked^ 
the mc^ expenfive Wines of theContinent; 
the cfaildifh Vagaries of a vhimiical Delert; 
thefe are the fuprcme Pride of ^ Mafln, 
the Admiration or Envy of his Gudls. 

Luxury is not idle in her Pronncc, 
but Ihares with her Sifter Vanity, in the La- 
bours of die Dj^. Hig^ Soups and Sauces, 
eveiy Mode of foreign Cookery that can 
quicken Tafte, uid ^ur the lag^ng Ap- 
petite, is affiduoufly employed. The End 
<^ Eatingis not the allayingof natural Hun- 
ger. 
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SBC T.gc'"' ^^ ^^ Gratification of fordid and de- 
V. bailng i^)pctite. Hence the moil inflaming 

" Foods, not thofe, which noitrijht but diofe 

which irritate f are adopted ; while the cool 
and temperate t)iets that purify the Blood, 
are baniihed. to inferior Tables. To this 
every Man of Taftc now afpires> as to the 
^uc f^iFixir vivre. 

Do you exped in thefe fafhionabte 
Meetings, to hear fomc Point of Mwals, 
Taile in Arts or Literature, difcourfed or 
canvalJed F Alas ! thefe are long fince ex- 
pelled from every modifh Aflembly. To 
i^eak any', thing that carries Weight and 
Importance, is an Offence againft Good- 
■ breeding. The fupreme Elegance is, to 
trifle agreeably. 

But as Infipidity of ConverfatioA is ibon 

worn out, and as Intemperance in Wine is 

not 
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not of the Charaftei' of refined Luxuiy } fo, s e c t. 
to prevent the Stagnation of Fcdly, fome v- 
awakening Amufcment k naturally ibug^' 
for. . 

We read in ancient Story> that in the 
txpA poHihed Court of the moll refined 
Period, a Reward was proclaimed to hits, 
who Ihould invent a new Pleafure. This 
in^y juilly be ftyled, the lall wretched Ef- 
fort of bungling and delpairing Luxury. — 
The great Defideratum is at length found : 
A Pleafure which ab£)rbs the whole Man; 
a Pleafure in which there is no Satiety ; 
which clc^s iiot byUfe» but g^ns nev 
Vigour from Enjoyment. The Vulgar 
only can need to be informed, that the 
Pleafure here alluded to, is that of Gau- 



BUT 
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g J. J, ^^ But as the prefent increafing- Splendor 
V. of Drefi, Equipage, Furniture, Enter- 
"tainmentSi is enormoufly expenfive ; what 
can ib naturally create a Luflof Gold, as 
the vain Ambition of Equality or Superio- 
rity in tha Syftem of effeminate Shew ? 
Hence, Rapacity attends Vrojufan ; till the 
Spirit of Avarice glides fecretly into the 
Soul ; and impels the Man of Fafhion to 
thatGtfm/w^, asaTraist, which he had be- 
fore adopted as a Pleafure. But as we read 
that Cjesar's Luft was only the Servant 
of his j^mbitioTty fo this Luft of Gold is no 
more than the Handmmd to vain Effemi' 
rmcy. 

Thus we fee Gaming eftablifhed on the 
two great Pillars oiSelflntereji and Pkafurf : 
and on thefe Foundations feems ' to reft the 
midnight Riot and Diilipation of modern 
Ailemblies. 

But 
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But tho' Gaming be now the capitals e c t. 

Pleaiure, a$ well as Trade, of moft »Mcn '^* 
of Fafliion; yet other incidental Amufo- ' 

ments intervene at vacant Times. Neither 
can it be affirmed with Truth, that all are 
immerfcd in this fa{hionable Folly. Nor 
let any one ima^ne, that he Hands clear 
of the ruling Manners of the Times, be- 
caufe not infe^ed with the Rage oiGamtTtg. 
Let us then proceed to examine the other 
reigning Amufements of the Age; and fee 
how far they are, or are not, ful^eil to the 
Charge of unmanly Delicacy. 

A Knowledge of Books, a Taftc in 
Arts, a Proficiency in Science, - was for- 
merly regarded as a proper Qualification, 
in a Man of Fafliion. The Annals of our 
Country have t^anfmitted to us the Name 
and Memory of Men, as eminent in ' 
Learning and Taftc, as in Rank and For- 
D tune. 
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SECT. tune. It will not, I prefume, be regarded 
^' as any kind of Satire on the prefent Age, 
to fay, that aipong the higher Ranks, this 
Kterary Spirit is generally vanished. Reading 
is now funk at bell into a Morning's Amufe- 
ment; till the important Hour of Drefs 
comes on. Books are no longer regarded 
as the Repoiitorics of Tafte and Know- 
ledge; but -are rather laid hold of, as a 
gentle Relaxation from the tedious Round 
ofPleafure. 

But what kind 'of Reading muft that 
be, which can attract or entertain the, lan- 
guid Mcffning-Spirit of modem Effemi- 
nacy ? Any, indeed, that can but pre- 
vent the unfupportable Toil of Thinking ; 
that may ferve as a preparatory /^^ of jfe- 
doknce^ to the approaching Pleafures of this 
t)ay. Thus it comes to pafs, that weekly 
Eflays, aniatory Plays and Novels, politL- 
cal 
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cal Pamphlets, and Books that revile Re-g g c t. 
ligion J together with' a general Hajh of v. 
thefe, ferved up in fome monthly Mejs o( " 
Duinejs, are the meagre literary Diet of 
Town and Coantry. 

True it is, that amidft this general De- 
feat of Tafte and Learning, there is a 
Writer, whofe Force of Genius, and Ex- 
tent of Knowledge, might almoft redeem 
the Charader of the Times. But that Su- 
periority, which attracts the Reverence of 
the Fewy excites the Envy and Hatred of 
the Ma?^ : And while his Works are tran- 
flated and admired jibroad, and patronized 
at Home^ by thofe who are mofl diftin- ' 
guiihed in Genius, Tafte, and Learning, 
himfelf isabufed, and his Friends infulted 
for his Sake, 'by thofe who never read his 
Wridngs, or, if they did, could neither 
ti^e' nor compribend them : while every 
D 2 little 
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;axcT. little afpiring or deffffliiing Scribler eyes 
^y^^ him as Cassius did Gesar, and whiipers 
to his Fellow, . 

J Why Man, be doth beftride the narrow Woild 
Like a Ctlojpu i and we'petty Men 
Walk iiiidcr his huge Legs ; and peep abouC, 

-. -To find ourfelves dilhonourzble Graves. 

No wonder then, if the Malice of the hiU 
Hputian Tribe be bent againft this dreaded 
Gulliver; if they attack him wth /o/V 
foned Arrows t whom they cannot fubdue 
by Strength. 

But in Juftice to the preient Age, ano- 
ther Obfervation muft be added. As Ex- 
cels of E>elicacy hath dcftroyed our Force 
qfTaJle-y it hath atieaft had one laudable 
EffciS : for along with this, it hath 
carried off our "Grojfnefs of Ohjcentty. ' 
A ftrong Charafteriftic, this, of the Man- 
ners of the Times : The untra<Sable 
Spirit, 
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Spirit of Lewdncfs is funk into gentle Gal-s e c t, 
■lantry, and ObJ'ceniiy\\S&]i is gcov/ae^em- Y- 
note. 

But wbat Fice hath loft in Coarjetufs of 
ExpreiBon, fhe hath gained in a more«afy 
and general jitimittmce : In ancient Dajrai 
iare tndimfmJentO^enify, like a common 
Woman of the Town, was confined to 
Brotbeh: Whereas the Double- Entemkt, 
like a modem fine Lady, is now admitted 
into thc_^ G?/w^(?ny ; whiiGhcr tran/paretit 
Coveri)^ of Words, likfe a thin fefhionablc 
Gawze delicately thrown acrofs, difclofesf 
while it fecms to veil, her Nakedn^s q£ 
Thought. 

No wonder, if thefe leading Charadlcrs 
of falfe Delicacy influence our other En- 
tertainments, and be attended with a low 
and unmanly Tafle in Mufic. That divine 
D 3 Art. 
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SECT. Art, capable of infpiring every thing that 
' y- ; is great or excellent, of rouzing every no- 
bler Paflion of the Soul, is at length 
dwindled into a'Woman'aor an Eunuch's 
effeminate Trill. The chafte and folemn 
Airs of CoRELLi,. of Geminiani, and 
their beft Difciplcs ; . the divine and lofty 
Flights of Caldar A and Marcello ; the 
elegant Simplicity of Bononcini ; the 
manly, the pathetic, the aftoni/hing 
Strains of Handel, are negle^fled and 
defpifed : While inftead of thefe, our Con- 
certs and Operas are difgraced with the 
loweft Inlipidity of Compofition, and un- 
meaning Sing-Song. The Queftion now 
concerns not the Exprefiion, the Grace, 
the Energy, or Dignity of the Mufick : 
We go not to admire the Compq/itiont 
but the tricks of the Performer j who is 
then fureft of our ignorant Applaufe, when 
he runs through the Compafs of the Throat , 
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or traverfes the Finger-board with the sect. 
f^iji^ Dexterity. v. 

While A%f.:isthus debafed into EfFe- 
minacyj her Sifter-Art oi Painting cannot 
hope a better Fate : For the fame Dignity 
of Manners muHJupport ; the fame Indig- 
nity i^r^ them. Connoifleurs there are, 
indeed, who have either Ta/ie or Fa- 
mty : Yet even by thefe, the Art is conili- 
dered as a Matter of Curiofity, not of In~ 
fiience; aCircumftance which proves their 
Tafte to be Ipurious, undiredled, or fuper- 
ficial. . But with regard to the public Eye j 
this is generally depraved. Neither the 
cpmic Pencil, nor the ferious Pen of our 
ingenious Countryman*, have been able 
%Q keep- alive the Tafte of Nature, or of 
Beauty. The fantaftic and grotefque have 
banilhed both. Every Houfe of Fafhion is 

* Mr. Utgar'Mt Trcatife on the Principles of 
Bcautj-. ' 

D 4 now 
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8 E c T. now crowded with Porcelain Trees and 
, y- BirdSj Porcelain Men. and Bcafts, crofc- 
Icggcd Mandarins and Bramins, perpen- 
dicular Lines and ftiff right Angles : Every 
gaudy Chinefe Crudity, either in Colour, 
Form, Attitude, or Grouping, is adopted 
into fafhionable Ufe, and become the 
Standard of Tafte and Elegance. 

Let us then fearch the Theatre for the 
Remains of manly Tafte : And here^ ap- 
parently at leaft, it muft be acknowledged 
we fhall find It. A great Genius hath 

, arifen to dignify the Stage j who, when it 
was finking into the loweft Infipidity, rc- 
ftored it to the Fulnefsof its ancient Splen- 
dor, and, mth a Variety of Powers beyond 
Example, eftabliflied Nature^, SbakeJ^ar^ 

. and Himfe^. ' 

But as the Attraaions 6f the Theatre 
arife from a ,Ccunpli^ati&n of Cauies, be- 
yond 
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yond thofe of any odier Entertwnment ; fo s e c t. 
while the judicious Critic admires his wi- ^' - 
ginal ExceUencies, it may well be quefti- 
oned whe^er the Crowd be not drawn by 
certwi lecondaty Circumfbmces, raditf 
than by a Difcemment of his real Powers. 
Need we any o^er Proof of this, than the 
Conduft of his faihionable Hearers ? whd 
fit with the fame Face of Admiration at 
LeaR} an Opera, or a Pantomime. 

These feem to be the main and leading 
Ajticles of our unmanly Winter-Delicacws. 
And as to our Summer-Amofements, 
iSaej are much of the &me Make, onty 
lightett and if poflible more trifiag. A3 
^n as die Seafon is grown lb mild, as 
that die Maa of Fashion can ftir atvoad, he 
is ieen loUing. in his F^'Osaritat about 
&e Purlieus ctf the Town. The manly 
jExerciie of iUlJbif is |;eaa:aUy diluled, as 
too 
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s E c T.too coarfc dnd indelicate for the fine Gcn- 
^^ tleman. The Metropolis growing thin as 
the Spring advances, the 'fame Rage of 
Pleafure, Drefs, Equipage, and Diffipa. 
tion, which in Winter had chained him to 
. the Town, now drives him to the Coun- 
try. For, as a vain and empty Mind can 
jiever:give Entertainment to itfelfj fo, to 
avoid the Tasdium of Solitude and Self- 
Converle, Parties of Pleafure arc agdh 
formed; the fame Effeminacies, under 
new Appearances, are aded over again, and 
-become the Bujinefs of the Seafon. There 
. .is hardly a Corner of the Kingdonfi, where" 
a Summer Scene of public DiJJipation is not 
now eftablifticd^ Here the Parties meet 
.till, the Winter fetsin, and the Iq>aratc So- 
cieties are once more met va-Lim/kn. 

Thus we havoiaflemptbd afimpleDeli- . 

: neatioaof thtt ruling Manners of the Times : 

. ' If 



»lbyGOOglC . 



If any thing like Ridicule appears to mix sect. 
itfelf with this Review, itarifeth notfrom v. 
the j^ggravauojji but the natural jDi^^ — " 
of Folly. 

It may probabiy be aiked, Why the rul- 
ing Manners of our Women have not been 
particularly delineated ? The Reafon is, be- 
caufe diey are eflentially the fame with diofe 
of the Men, and are therefore included in 
this Eftimate. The Sexes have now lit- 
tle other apparent Diftiniflion, beyond that 
of Perlbn and Drefs: Their peculiar and 
char'a^eiiilic Manners are confounded and 
loft : The one Sex having advanced into 
Boldnefs, as the other have funk into E^- 
minacy. '-' 



Sect. 
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StCT. VI. 

of Trincipki. 

SECT. Most Writers, who have attempted to 
VI. prove rfie Efficacy of Principle, have fop- 

" po&d it to be the great and univerfal Foun* 

Uih of Manners : They who have efpoufed 
dwoppo&e Syftem, obferving this Theory 
to be at variance with Fa£t, have rafhly 
concluded that Principle is void of all real 
bBueace. 

The Truth fecms to lie between thclfc 
two Opiniofts. Principles , cannot be the 
Fountain erf Mannm, becaufe Manners 
precede Principles : That is, in our Pro- 
grefs from In&ncy, Habits of AStng are 
/nor to Habits of "^binUng. ,Yet on the 
odier Hand, Principles, early and deeply 
ingrafted in the Mind, may grow up with 
Manners; 
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Miners j may be at variance with ^n-s b c t. 
ners j may yield to Manners j or, garfiering ^'* 
Strength by Cultivation, may diecfc, con- 
troll, or deftroy them. 

This Diftindtion is proper for many 
Reafbns. One is evident : It ihews tire 
Propriety of treating of the -Manners ^y&y?, 
and then the Principles of die Times* 

The Principles here to be eftimated, 
are fuch only as tend to counterwork the 
jiyi/b Paffions. Thcfeare; the Principle of 
Reli^on, the Principle of Honour^ and the 
Principle oipubUc Spirit. The firft of thefe 
has the Deity for it's Objedl j the fecond, 
the Applaufe of Men ; the third, the Ap- 
probation of our ffwn Heart. Let us exa- ^ 
mine the prefent Influence of thefe feveral 
l*rinciples on the Manners already dfir 
line^ed. 

4 Did 
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SECT. Did die Writer court the Applaufe of 
''• his polite Readers (if anyfuch peradven- 
turc may honour him with their Regard) 
he would preface this Part of his Subje<^ 
with an Apology, for the Rudenefs of hint- 
ing at religious Principle. To fuppofe a 
Man of Fafliion fwayed in his Condufl by 
a Regard to Futurity^ is an Affront to the 
Delicacy and Refinement of hJs. ^ii/ie. 
Hence the Day let apart by the Laws of 
his Country for religious Service, he derides 
and affronts as a vulgar and obfolete Inflitu- 
tution : Should you propofe to him the Re- 
newal of that Family Devotion^ which con- 
cluded the guiltlefsEvening Entertainments 
- of his Anceftry ? You would become an 
Obje<ft of his Pity, rather than Contempt. 
The fublime Truths, the pure and fimple 
Morals of the Gpfpel, arc defpifed and trod 
under foot. Can we wonder, if that Pro- 
feilion 
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feffion which afferts thefe Truths, arid sect. 
preaches thefe Morals, be treated with a ^^' 
fimilar Contempt ? But Irreli^on knows 
no Bounds, when once let loole: and 
Chriftianity herfelf hath been obliquely in- 
fulted within thofefop/fcrtf/^i/ Walls, where 
Decenty and Policy, in the Abfence of 
'Riafon and Virtue, would for ever have 
held her in legal Reverence. 

But notwithftanding the general Con- 
tempt of Religion among the fafhionabic 
World, the uninformed Reader is not to 
imagine, that the prefent Age is deep ia 
the Speculations of Infidelity. No fuch 
Matter : for that would imply a certain ^- 
tention to thefe Subjefts ; a certain DegriSe 
of Self-Converfe and Thought } and this 
would clafli with the ruling Manners of the 
Times. Indeed there have not been want- 
ing laborious Hulbandmen, who have pain- 
fUlly 
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« E c T. fully fown their Tares j not in the Night 
T^* Seafon, but in broad Day-light. Thefe 
have at length Ihot up into a large and fi'uit- 
ful Crop oiirTeligioui irr^lmt Faith : For 
implicit Faith is Belief oc Difielief without 
Evidence i and why they diibelieve> I trow^, 
few of the prefent Age can tell. Th^ 
have other Attentions, ^n the meagre 
Sophilths of Irreligton ; and, are thereibre 
well content with the Qmcttt/iomt wthout 
4e Premifes. This Diftint^'on will lead 
us to the plain Reafon, why in an Age Of 
Irreligion, fo cap^ a Book as the Writings 
of LordBoLiNGBROKE, met withfocold a 
Reception' in the World. Had they ap- 
peared under the inviting Shape of " Es- 
" SAYS pbikfopHcal amitftora/^" they might 
have come within the Compafsof a Break- 
faft-reading, or amufcd the Man of Fafhion 
while under the Difcipline of the curling 
Tongs : But five huge ^arto Volumes (like 
five 
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five coarfe Dlfhes of Beef and IV^utton) tho' sect. 
fraught with the very Marram of Infide- '^'* 
lity, what pmy modem appetite could 
poflibly>f(i?»«(/fl^ , , 

In Copfirni^on of diefe Truths, w« 
roay conclude Uiis Partof qht Subject with 
a not incurious Anecdote. A certain Hif- 
torian of our. owa Times* bent upon i^u? 
larity^ and Gairiy publilhcd a large Volume, 
and omitted no Opportunity that offered, 
to difgrace ReUgion : A large Impreffioa 
was publiihed, and a fqnall Part fold. Th* 
Author bd^g aikcd, why he had fo larded 
his Work with Irreligion, hU Anfwer 
modeflly implied, " He had done it> that 
" his Book might fell." — It was whifpered 
hiip> thai he had totally roiftaken die Spirit 
of the Times: that no Allurements could 
engage xhcfaflitonahk InfidelWorld to travel 
through a Urge (^arto : And that as the 
E few 
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s E cT.few Readers of Quarto's diat ye^ rcmiun, 
^^' lie moftly among the ferious Part of Man- 
kind, hehad offended his beft Cuftomcrs, 
and ruined the Sale of his Book. This In- 
formation had a notable Effeft : for a fe- 
cond Volume, as large and inftrudive as 
the firft, hath appeared j not a Smack of 
Irreligion is to be found in it } and an Apo- 
logy for Hci&JirJl concludes the whole. 

This being the State of religious Prin- 
ciple, let us next examine how it feres 
with the Principle of Honour. By this is 
meant, '* TheDefircof Fame, ortheAp- 
« plaufe of Men, direfted to the End of 
" public Happinefs." Now this great Ani- 
bition, which in other Times or Nations 
hath wrought fuch wonderful Effects, is 
no longer to be found among us. It is the 
^TiAit oi Equipage^ the Pride of 3/>^, die 
Pride of Forftow, or die Pride of i)r^, that 
hav« 
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have affumed the Empire over our Souls, sect. 
and levdled Snbiiion with the D/W. The ^^' 
honeft Pride oi Virtue is no more, j or, where 
it happens to exift, is overwhelmed by in- 
ferior Vanities. A Man who ftiould go 
out of the common Road of Life, in Pur- 
fuit of Glory, and ferve the Public at the 
Expence of his Eafe, his Fortune, or his 
Pleafiirc, would be flared or laughed at in 
every faftiionable Circle, as a lilly Fellow, 
who meddled with Things that did not be- 
long to him: As an Ideot, who preferred 
Shadows to ReaUties, and needlefs-Toil 
to pleafurable Enjoyment. The laurel 
Wreath, once afpired after as the higheit 
Objedl of Ambition, would now be rated 
At the Market-price of its Materials, and 
derided as a three-pent^ Crown. And if 
its modem Subftitutes, the Ribbon or the 
Cffronety be e^;erly Ibught for, it is not 
&at they are regarded as the DijHnSiions 
E 2 of 
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1 E c T. oi public Virtue, but as the Bnjigns of Vd- 
v^- nity and Place. 

But what implies or proves the gene- 
' ral Extinflion of the Principle of Honour, 

is a peculiar Circumftancc, which at firft 
View feems to challenge Praife. It hath 
been weakly attributed to the moderate and . 
forgiving Spirit of thefe Times, that no 
Age ever fo patiently fuffcred its ruling 
Follies to be laughed at. Butthis, intruth, 
is a fuperficial and inadequate R^efeata- 
tion, as well as Solution, of the Fa<a. We 
not only fuffer our nilbg Vices and Follies 
to be ridiculed, but *e cordially join in the 
Laugh. Was there ever a jufter Pidurc 
drawn, than of modern Effeminacy and 
Nonchalance in theCharafters of Fribble 
and Lord Chalkstone ? Did ever dra- 
matic Charaffters raife louder Peals of 
Laughter and Applaufe, even among thcfe 
4 who 
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who fat for the Likcnefs ? They hear with sect. 
I^lciJure, they acknowledge tfie Truth of ' . 
the Reprefentation, they laugh at the Pifture 
of their own Follies j they go home, and 
without a Blujh repeat them. The Truth is, 
therefore, that we can fee and ownourVices 
and Follies.w/Vfow^ being touched with Shame : 
a Circumftance which ancient Times juftly 
regarded as the ftrongeft Indication of de- 
generate and incorrigible Manners. 

It appears then, that the Principle of 
Honour is either loft, or totally corrupted : 
't'hat no generous Thirft of Praife is left 
among us : That our Ambitions are trifling 
arid unmanly as our Pleafures : That 
Wealthj Titles, Drels, Equipage; Sagacity 
in Gaining or Wagers, Iplendid Furnitiire 
and a Table, are the fole Fountains, from 
which we defire to draw Refpetfl to our- 
ielvcs, or Applaufe from others : We af- 
E 3 pire 
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6 E c T. pirc to Folly, and are proud of Meannefe : 
^^' , Thus, the Principle of Jiwoi^ is perverted, 
and dwindled Into unmanly Vanity. 

Can it be imagined, that, amidft this ge- 
neral Defeft of Religion and Honour^ the 
great and comfffehenfive Principle of pub- 
lic Spirit , ox Love of our Country^ cangmn 
a Place in our Breafts ? That mighty Prin- 
ciple, fo often feigned, fo feldom poffefled } 
which requires the united Force of upright 
Manners, generous Religion, and unfeigned 
Honour, to fupport it. What Strength of 
Thought or conl'cious Merit can there' 
be in effeminate Minds, fufEcient to ele- 
vate them to this Principle, whofe Ob- 
ject is, " the Happinefs of a Kingdom?" 
TJo fpeak therefore without Flattery, this 
Principle is perhaps lefs felt among us, than 
even thofe of Religion and true Honour. 
So infatuated are we in our Contempt of 
this powerful Principle, that we deride 
the 
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the Inhabitants of a Sijier-Kingdcm, ftffSECT. 
their n^ional Attachments and Regards. ^^- 
So little are we accuftomad to go, or even 
tbinkt. beyond the beaten Track of private 
Intereft, in all Things that regard our 
Country ; thathe who merely does his Duty ' 

in any confpicuous Station, is looked on as 
a Prodigy of public Virtue. But in other 
Times and Nations, when this Principle 
was in Force, Enterprifes were formed, and 
Deeds done, which it would now be 

. thought Phrenzy to attempt. Thinkwhat 
a Friend will do for a Friend ; a Sifter for 
a Brother, a Lover for his Miftrefs, a Pa- 
rent for his Child J even that^ in all its 
Fulnefs of Affection, in other Times and 
Nations, hath been the Aim and the Work 

' of public Virtue, doing oifuffering forSt? 
Country's Welfare. . 

Domestic Affe<5tions are not yet- gene- 
rally extinguiihed : There are kind F'a- 
E 4. thers. 
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SECT, thers, kind Mothers, affedionatc Children, 
**• Sifters, Brothers : Humanity to Diflrels, 
we have already marked as another Cha- 
rafter oftheTirnes: But whether our voy 
Effeminacy be not one of its Sources, might 
pi:obably be a Queftion more curiam in it« 
Progrefs, than ^eeoife m its Solution. 

However that be, let us benjodeft in 
our Claims, and confefs, that our Affeftir? 
ons feldom reach farther than our Rela* 
tions, our Friends, or Individuals in Di* 
ftrefs. Happy (in the prefent) it is for us, 
that they. reach fof^. Happy were ilfor 
us, or our Pofterily, that they were of mor0 
inlarged Extent. In the mean Tiincj let 
us with due Abafemcnt of Heart acknow- 
ledge, that the Love of our Country is no 
longer felt ; and that, except in a feW 
Minds of uncommon Greatnefs, thePrin-.. 
ciple 0£ public Sprit EXISTS tiOT, 

li 
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It is not affirmed or implied, in this sect, 
general Review, that every LitUvidualltSilh ^^\ 
afliimed the Garb and Charafter of falfe 
Delicacy, and unconlrouled Self-Lbvc: 
As in manfy Ages, fome will be effemihate ; 
fo, in effeminate Times, the manly CKa- 
rafter will be found : As inTimescf Mn- 
dple, TomeAs^UbevddofPrincij^ei fo, irt 
Titnes when Principle is deridedi in foihe 
fiiperibr Mihds Principle will be fbiihd. . 
But from the general Combination trfMah- 
ners and Principles, in every Period of 
Time, will always' refult one ruling ilnd 
predominant Chirafter j as fiibm a cofl- 
- fufed Multitude of differtrit VoicfeSj refillts 
96t gsnetal Mufmuj-, aAd ftnkes ^e 6\- 
ftaflt Ear j ot froiti a Field covered mlh 
Flocks, Herds, or Armies, though vari- 
ous in themfelves, refults tine general and 
permanent Colour, and ilrikes the difl:ant 

Nam 
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SECT ^*^ ^^^ '^^ ^''' tendentes pabula Ixta 

yj LanigersB reptant Pecudes, quo quamque vocantet' 

■ I.- — .— Invitant Herba: gcmmantes Rore recent! ; 

£t fatiati Agni ludunt, blandeque conifcanC: 
Omnia quae nobis longe cmfufa videntvr. 
El vdutt in viridi Candor cmfiften polii •. 

It is cnqugh, then, if from a proper 
Toim of View, we have fixed the ruling 
Colour of tfie Manners and Principles, for 
on this wilt depend the ruling CbaraSer'o£ 
the Times. 

As it appears, therefore, from this De- 
lineation, that Show and Pleasure are 
the man Obje^.of Purfuit: As the gene- 
ral Habit of reined Indulgence \iJirongj and 
the Habit of hduring is loft ■: As the ge- 
neral Spirit of Religion, Honour, and/a^ 
lick Love, are weakened or vaniihed ; as 

« Lucretius, 1, ii. - 

theffr 
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diefe Manners are therefore left to thrir own SE CT. 
Workings, uncontroulcd by Frincipk\ ^^* 
we may with Trudi and Candouf con- 
clude, that the ruling Charader of die 
prefent Times is that of " a vain, luxu- 
rious, and^;^ Effeminacy." 
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P A R T II. 

OF THE 

PUBLIC Effects 

OF 

Thele Manners and P r i n- 



S E C T. I. 
_ What confiitutes the Strength of a Nation. 

HITHERTO we have done litdcsECT- 
more than delineate the raling Man- i. 

ncrs and Principles oftheXimcs: we muft ' 

now afliime a feverer .Tone, and reefon 
upon the FaSis thus eftabliflied. 

There 
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SECT. There arc three leading. Circuinftances 
'■ on which the h^emd Birengib of every 
Nation inoft effentially depends: Thefe 
9x^ Ae Capacity^ Vahur, and UmoHj of 
thofe who kad the People. The firft may 
be called, " the f/atiouai Capacity; the 
^* iecon^xiiznatimaiSpiriiofliefmcei the 
" third, the national Spirit of Utiim" 

TflE next Step, thcrefbre, will be, to 
confider all that Variety of Relpefls, in 
which the ruling Manners and Dcfcdt of 
Principle, already delineated, muft natu- 
rally weaken or deftroy theiie Sources of 
irttemal Power. 

As this Enquiry will of courfe lead to « 

pfirticular View of thofe ieveral Ranks, 

Departajents, Employments, or Profcfli- 

ons, into which fuch a Nation i^ c^vide4 * 

it 
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it is prefumed, that no Inftances alledged, sect. 
or Fadls alluded to, will be weakly con- i* 
ftrucd into the Wantonnefs of licentious ■ 
Satire. Every Profeffion is honourable, 
when direfted to its proper End, the Pub- 
lick Welfare : And the Intention of this 
Eftimate is not to Jefame ; but to enquire 
how far the feveral Departments or Profef- 
Jions, on which the internal Strength of diis 
Nation depends, are properly or improperly 
direded. 

s fi c T. n. 

Of the national Capacity. 

Let us then firft enquire, how far the 
felfe Delicacy and Effeminacy of prefent 
Manners may have weakened or deftroyed 
the national Capacity. 

F It 
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SECT. It ^as afhrewd Obfervadon of a good 
II. old Writer, " How can he get Wifdom, 

' « whofe Talk is of Bullocks* ?" But Ruf- 

ticity is not more an Enemy of Knowledge, 
than Effeminacy : With the fame Pro- 
priety therefore it may now be aiked, 
" How can he get Wifdom, whofe Talk 
"is of Drefs and Wagers, Cards and 
- *' Borough-jobbing, Horjes, Women, and 
" Dice?" The Man of Falhion is indeed 
cut off from the very Means of folid In- 
ftruftion. His late. Hours occafion a late 
riling; and thus the Morning, which 
fliould be devoted to the Acquifition of 
Knowledge, is devoted to Sleeps to DrefSy 
and Ignorance. 

. How weak then muft be the national 
Capacity of that People, whofe leading 

- - • Book of -Wifdom. 

Members 
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Members in public Employ fhould, in s e c T4 
general, be formed on fuch a Mod^l? If "• 
inftead of a general Application to' Books, 
ifiiftead of. inyeftigating the great Principles 
of Lepjktion, the Genius of theii- national 
Conftilution, ot its Relations and Depen- 
dencies on that of others, the great Ex- 
amples and Truths of iJ^ory, the Maxims 
ef generous and upright Po/;cy, and the 
fevcrer Truths of 'Philojophyy on which all 
thefe are founded; — if inftead of thefe, 
(hey Ihould feldom rife in political Study 
higher than the (^curing of a Borough; 
inftead of Hijiory, be only re'ad in Novels j 
inftead of Legijlation, in Party Pamphkts j 
inftead of Pbilojbphyy in Irreligion j inftead 
of manly and upright Manners, in trifling 
Entertainments, Drefs, and Gaming: — If 
this ihould ever be their ruling Chafafler, 
what muft be expeded from fuch efta- 
F a Wiflied 
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bliflied Igmratice, but Ernrs in the firft 



SECT. 

II. ConcxxSion? 



In a Nation thus circutnftanced, it is 
odds but you would fee ?ven fome of its 
nioft public and folemn Affemblies turned 
into Scenes of unmanly Riot ; inftead of 
Aie Dignity of Freedom, the Timults of 
Licentimfiefi would prevail. Forward- 
nefs of young Men without Experience, 
intemperate Ridicule, diflblute Mirth, and 
loud Peals' of Laughter, would be the 
ruling CharaSer of fuch an Affembly. 

This Reflexion, fome how or other, 
calls up the Memory of a Circumftance or 
two, peculiar to the public Meetings of the 
jltthmians. In the Court oi Areefagm, fo 
little was Ridicule regarded as a Teft of 
Truth, that it was Jield an unpardonable 
Offence, for any Member to laugh while 
the 



Upi;«ibyGoOglc 



end Principles of tbel^mes, 77 

the Aflembly was fitting.— -Another wife sect. 
and prudent Regulation was the Praftice "• 
of the Cryer in the Senate ; who, before 
Bufinefs began, called out aloud, " Ifl^ 
" willj^eak that is turned of Fifty ?" 

It is true, that in every Aflembly of 
this Kind, the public Meafures will gene- 
rally be determined by the Few, whofe Su- 
periority is approved and acknowledged : 
By the Few, who have been fo unfashio- 
nable as to defpife the^ ruling Syftem of 
Effeminacy : and before they had ap- 
peared on a higher Stage, had laboured and 
yZwwin a College. But what an Increafe of 
national Capacity muft arife, if thofe Jl/^^r- 
Spirits were aided, ' and their Plans of 
Government examined and improved, by 
Men of the like Application mdA^ihtyf' 

F 3 But - 
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g E c T. ^^^ *^ '^^ *"y Nation, - the Number of 
II. thefe fuperior Rfinds be daily decrcafing, 
from the growing Manners of the Times j 
what can a Nation, ib cJrcumftanced, have 
more to fear, than that in another Age, a 
general Cloud of Ignorance may over- 
fhadow it ? 

How much, or how little, in this Par- 
ticular, we refemble the declining State of 
the Roman Republic, let any one determine 
from the following Paflage : Where the 
great Author, after celebrating the general 
jibility of thofe who vitic formerly in pub- 
lic Station, conclude? thus : " Nunc con- 
"' tra, plerique ad honores adipifcendos, et 
" ad rempublicam gerendam, nudi veniunt 
" atque inermes, nulla cognitione rerum, 
*' nulla fcientiaornati*." 

• Cic. dc Oratore, 1. iii. 

Let 



..iiv.CioO'^lc 



and Prinfiples of the Times. ■ 79 

Let us next confider the natural Ef&Ss s e c T/ 
of thefe eiFenu'nate Manners, on Fleets toxA. ii- 
Ernies. And here, 'tis fuppofed, it will 
be readily acknowledged, that the Con- 
dud and Fate of Fleets and Armies depend 
much on the Capacity of thofe that lead 
them, through every Rank of Office. 
Chiefly, indeed, of thofe who are hlgheji 
in Command; but in Part too, of thole 
who fin the Ivwer Stations : the more, be- 
caufe they in inferior Rank ajpire^ and by 
Degrees afcend, to the higbeft. 

Now, I apprehend, it would be ill 
taken, tojuppofe,- that the faftiionable and 
prevailing Manners abound not in die 
j^rmy and Navy. The Gentlemen of 
thefe Profeffions are even dijiinguijhed hy 
their Tafte in Drf/r, their Skill at Pky^ 
their Attendance on every Amufementj pro- 
F 4 vided 
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8 E c T.vided H be but fajhionable. And furcj it 
If- mUft be by Miracle, if this, trifling and 
effeminate Life conduft them to Know- 
ledge, or produce Capacity. It were unjuft 
to deny, that Men of Ability in this Order, 
V^yet among us. But it would be Matter 
of great Plealiire and Expei^^tion tp the 
Public, to find I^nt^ance, in this Profef^ 
Jiont ?ither uncommon or difgracefuL 

^ouLD thcfc Gentlemen pleafc to look 
into Hiftory, they would find, that in 
polijhed ^imes, few have ever diftinguifhed 
themfelves in War, who were not eminent 
or confiderablc in Letters. They would 
findPisiSTRATUs, Pericles, Alcibia-, 
PES, PioN, Agesilaus, Epaminondas, 
among the GrffAi; in the iJoman Lift, both 
the SciPio's, Cato the elder and the 
younger, Locullus, Pompey, Brutus, 
Cesar^ diftinguiihcd in Letters as in ff^ar, 

Tis 
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Tis true, indeed, that in barbarous s e c t. 
Ages, there want not Inftances of unlearn- , "■ 
cd Leaders, who have done mighty Afli- ~^ 
ons in Battle. But we muft obferve, that 
thefe were, at leaft, praijtifed in their own 
Profcflion. It is farther to be obfcrved, 
diat in fuch Times, the Fate of War 
depends little on Stratagem or Dijci- 
pline. But it is chiefly to be obferved, 
that no general Rule can be drawn fi-om a 
few Inftances^ A Man of great natural 
Talents takes mighty Strides in any Science 
or Profeflion: He is felf-taught: While 
the common Run of Men, whom Nature 
hath defUned to travel on to Improvement 
by the beaten Track of Induftry, through 
a blind and ilUunderftood Imitation of his 
fupcrior Gonduft, muft for ever fall the 
Vidlims of their Fanity and I^mance. 

Here then we find ano^er ruling De- 
fed in the nation^ Capacity of ^h effemi- 
nate 
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SEC T.nate People. How few can arile, amidft 
_"• thb general DiJ^ation of Mannets, capa- 
ble of conducing its Fleets and Armies ? 
Or even fuppofe a Man of Application and 
Ability poficifcd of the chief Command j 
yet, in Cafe he falls in Battle, how fmall 
muft be the Chance that the next in Suc- 
ceflion, upon whom his Command natu- 
rally devolves, can be equal to the Impor- 
tance of his new Station ? 

There is another ProfeJJioni which, un- 
der this Article of the national Capacity^ 
the vulgar Reader will naturally expeft to 
find confidered. I mean, that of (he Clergy. 
But the general Defeft of religious Principle 
among the higher Ranks, hath rendered 
this order of Men altogether ufelefe, e^teept 
among thofe in middle Life, where they ftill 
maint^n a certain Degree of Eftimation. 
The Contempt wkh which not tbey, but their 
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Profejion is treated by the ^nwant and sect, 
Prq^gate, is equally common indeed to ** 
At^i^and hw Life : A Circumftance, which 
may be an Occafion of Pride in the «w, 
but ought rather to be Matter of Humilia- 
tion to the other., 'Tis true, a modern 
Writer felicitates the prefent Times, and. 
makes it their Boaft, that " the Clergy 
" have loft their Influence *." By which 
he evidently means, that Religion hath loft 
its Influence. Yet of this, at leaft, one of 
the Order may decently remind his Coun- 
. toymen j that wh6n the EngUJb Protejitmt 
Clergy^ and that Chriftianity which they 
teach, yrere moil bonmred and refpeded 
at Homey £ng&W was then nioft honoured 
and reQ)e^d j^oad. 

And although the ^fent iaftiionable 

Contempt that is thrown upon their 

* See Mr. Hum't £%•. 

, Profef 
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» -Ecr. Prof ejkn, preclude the Clergy from 
"• -the Opportunity^ had they the WilU to 
' "pradlice that Chriffian Duty of "< over- 
*' coming Evil with Good j yet they need 
not bluih to find, that they have faUen 
with the Fame^ the Manners^ and Princi- 
ples of their Country : nor can the worthy 
Part of them, fure, afpire to truer Ghrff 
than to have become the Gmten^t of thofe, 
who are become the Confempt of Europe. 

But while I defend and honour the Pro- 
feffion, I mean not to flatter the Pr^eJJitrs. 
-As far, therefore,, as the Influence oi their 
Condufl; and Knowledge can be fuppofed 
to affeft Hit national Capacity; fo for, they, 
feem felling into the feme unmanly and 
effeminate Peculiarities, by which their 
Contemporaries are diftinguifhed : Such of 
^em, I mean, as have Opportunity of 
converfing with what xs called, the Worlds 
aad 
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afld are fuppofed to make a Part of it. In s e c t. 
their Conduft, they curh noty but promote ^^' 
and encourage the trifling Manners of the 
Times ; It is grown a fafhionable thing, 
among thefe Gentlemen, to delpife the 
Duties of their Parifli ; to wander about, 
as the various Scafons invite, to every Scene 
of falfe Gaiety; to frequent and pine in 
all public Places, their own Pulpits ex- 
cepted. 

Or if their Age and Situation fets them 
above diefe puerile Amufements, are we 
not to lament, that, inftead of a manly and 
rational Regard to the Wclferc of Man- 
kind, the chief Employmeat of many a 
clerical Life is, to llumber in a iS'/d//> haiint 
LeveeSy or follow the gainfiil Trade of 
PJeSlion-jobbing f 

If felfe Plcafure and Self-Intereft thus 

takePofleffion of the Heart, how can wcex- 

pca 
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SECT. ,pe<S that a Regard for Religion and Chri-^ 
"■ ftianity fhould find a Place there ? 



In Confequence of thefe ruling Habits, 
muA we not farther lament, that a gene- 
ral Ne§]e£tof L^iers is now creemng even 
upon this Profeffion, which ought to main- 
tain and fupport them ? Inftead of laundi- 
ing into the Deefs of Learning, the ^iflii-' 
enable Divine hardly ventures on the Shal- 
lows. The great Works of Jlntiquityy the 
Monoments of ancient Honour and Wif- 
doni, are feldom opened or explored: and 
even mere modem Books arc now gene- 
rally read mfecond Hand, through the falfe 
Mediums of bald Tranjlatiom or forry Ab- 
fira6iu 

This feems to be the real State of the 
clerical Profeffion, fo far as it hath Influence 
on the national Q^ixity. 

Thi? 
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The Writer pretends not in any Cafe to $ e c t, 
impofe his Opinions } but fubmits them to ii* 
the Confideration of the Public. There is ' 

a wide Difference between the Remoa-~. 
firances of Rfofottt and the Infu&s of Malice- 
or Content^. 

Sect. III. 

Of the national Spirit of Defence. 

Having feen how the Manners of the 

Times have levelled the natidnal Capacity i 

let us next enquire how it fares with the 

national Spirit of Defence. 

As this Part of our Subjedt naturally in- 
volves a larger Number of the Community 
than the laA, it will be necel^ry, here, 
to take a larger Compafs. 

The national Spirit of Defence then, to- 

Ipeak with Prccilion, wUl always be oom- 

X , pounded 
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SECT. pounded of die national boifily Sfrengtht 
^^' Hardinefst Courage ^ and Principle. 



The common People of dus Nation feeiil 
poffeffed of the three firft of thefc four 
Qualities, in a "Degree fufficient to form 
- an efFcitual and national .Spirit of Defence. 
And though they who are felefted for pub- 
lic Service be comnjonly moil profigiUe in 
Manners, yet as their Sphere of Adlion is 
conftTiedj diey commonly have a proporti- 
oned kind bf Principle^ which works its 
Effed in Battie. In the Land Service, 
they are zealous for the Himur of their 
Platoon^ their Comparr^t their Regiment. 
At Sea, there is the fame Emulation, whc^ 
Gm, whole Shipy whofe Squadron^ ihall 
be hd^Jerved and Jitught. It Is well known 
there are no better fighting Men upon 
Earth. They feldom turn their Backs 
upon their Enemy, unlefs when their Ofii- 
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OiHcers fhew the Way } and even theni sect: 
are eafily rallied % and return to theCharge iii> 
with the fame Courage. ' 

Thus our Villages and Ports are ail 
eSedlual Fund of Supplies for the national 
Spirit of Defence, in its inferior Depart- 
ments. • 

But if wc rife, or rather defcend, to an 
impartial View of thofe who are called die 
better Sortj we ifaall find fuch a general 
Defed in the Spirit of Defence^ as would 
alarm any People who were not loft to all 
Senfe of Danger. 

Our effeminate and unmanly Life^ 

working along with our Ifland'-CIimate* 

hath notorioufly produced an Increafe of 

km Spirits and nervous DtfwderSt whole 

G natunl 
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SECT, ntturaland unak4nibl« Chancer is that of 

And even where tlys Diftemper i$ mt^ 
^ prefcnt faUe Delicacjt of the £ikIhio- 
nabte World efFeftuaUy difijualifies thera 
S«xa etdmng ^oii, ov facing Doftger. 

Enthusiastic Religion leads to Offt- 
fufii ratk>nal Religion leads to rational 
D^entti b«t the modern Spirit of IrriUgivt 
teads to rafc^ and abandoned Cow^dUt, 
It qacnceth ever)r generous H(^ that 
can enlarge the SmiI) andlercls Mankkd 
with the Beafts that perifli. 

Cak the Debility a^ moden) Honour 
|)roduQe the. iiwnly f Spirit of i>e£:nce) 
^ias, if ever, it is put in A^od by any 
lihing . beyond the Voiiiy c^ Shoe > it u 
|QU9e4 by an ^rm(, and dies in a Dtttl. 
How 
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fi&vt far this daftard $^hk of Eiein!-' s e c T. 
nacy hath crept upon us, and doftn^fdct iii< 
the nSiional Spirit of Defence, may appear ' "^ 
from the general Patoe the Nadon was , 
thrown into, at the la^ RtMUoa. Wh«h 
^fo of every Rank abovo a C<»^bteh 
faiftead c^ arming thenu^lns and encoani^ 
ng tho PeopUy generally fled befepo tbt 
Rtieh } while a Mob of ragged Highfamd-^ 
crs marched unmolefted to &e Heart of % 
populous Kingdom. 

Kat, fo general was tlas cowvtSy tnd 
cffeminats Spirit, i^at it was not coofinedi 
to the Friend of Liberty and Britain '• In 
Englatuf, it infeSed even thdr Enemies : 
who, while the faai:dy Sc^t rifqued theic 
Lhres in a ftrange Ccmnti^, amidft the In* 
demencies of a ievere Saaftm, £(t lib* 
Cowards by die €^imncy ComCT, tamely 
G2 v^Aiing 
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SECT, wifliing the Succefs of that Mifchief^ 
,111* whicli their e£Feininate Manners durft not 
propagate. 

It hath been urged indeed, as a Proof 
that the national Spirit of Defence is not 
yet extinguifhed, that we raifed fuch large 
Sums during that Rebelli<Hi, and fiiU con- 
tinue fuch plentiful Su|^ies for the Support 
of our Fleets and Armies. This is weak . 
Reafooing : For will not Cowardice^ at 
leaii as foon as Courage, part with a Shil- 
ling or a Pound, to avoid Danger ? The 
capital' Queftion therefore ftlll remains, 
" Not who fiiall Pay, but who Aiall 
« Fight?" 

. AfoNEY, it is true, hath of late more 

than ever, been among us regarded as the 

- main Ertff'ne of War ; How truly, let our 

Swxeffes tell the World.— This Point will 

hereafter 
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hereafter be treated more at large*. In sect. 
the meaa Time, it cannot be amiis to m* 
obferve^ that a Utile of the adive Spirit- ot 
Courage would do well, in order to give 
Piay to this boaAed Engine^ which other- 
wife may £nk into a dead and ttna^ive 
Mafs. . 

. For a natnral Difplay, therefore, of the 
. Oenius of the Times, commend me to the 
frank Declaration of an konefi Gentleman, 
during the impending Terror of a French 
InvaHoa. '* For my Part, I am no jSo/- 
" M^ \ and therefore think it no Difgrace, 
** to own myfelf a Coward. Here is my 
** Purfe, at the Service of my Country: 
" If the French come, Til pay : bu t - - — 
'* take me, if IJght." 

• See Part the Third.. 

' . G 3 How 
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stKiT. Hoir rtluiy nidifcrn Bft« GbntfcmM, 
"'• AoMrithfbnding the wirlBie Weapon tt 
'theif Side, would makt tliti fitae Da*- 
««*«, had they the ftBie Skt&ltyl 

There is another Circumilant^ 3n 
jnodern Manners, the Coniideration of 
■which mull not be btnittcd becaufe at 
■fcft View it bids Mr fat the Spirit of D*. 
feote among the Ca-eM: 1 niean, ihb 
.'Spirit 6f &**»■«» S#warAr; FOif this 
"ran high in ancient GrSsce anfl RoMt, 
•wlien the Spirit of Drfbia vtasjtring. 

f OR the deariiig of this Point, It ihuft 
"be ptetfiifeS and tonfefled, that ftmethmg 
liie the Principle of Stmnf, that Is, the 
Dread of Infaf/^ and Shame^ appears the 
Jeading Motive in hoth Inftances. 

But 
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BffT a farthffl- Didtinaion IB to be made, & » c T, 
wth Regard to the difiereirt (Msjcas of '^^' 
this Fiar: And for this, we muft refer to 
a former SedUon *•■ Thore we have feen, 
that the ruling Pride of a modem man of 
Fft&ion, Ues in the Parade of Drefs, 
GamtJ^^ BnteriaiTmentSy and Equipage : 
whereas, on the contrary, ^txJmhttiott of 
an (^d Romany was, tp excbl in ttiilitary 
Virtue, Now this DldindUon at opcc 
ckars up the Queftion we are upon, and 
confirms much of what hath been advanced 
on modem Principles and Manners. The 
^wian kiUed himfelf, becaufe he had been 
unfortunate in War\ the Englijhman^ be^, 
cai^ he hath been unfortunate at IVbift ': 
*nie 0J(/Hero, becaufe he had dijgraced 
Ms Country ; the modern^ becaufe he dares 
not ihew bis Head at jirtbur's: That^ 

Parti. Sea 6. 

G 4 becauie 



»i by Google 



" 96 , Jin l^imate of the Manners 

SECT, becaufehewas deprived of his G/ory; this, 

I"* oihis Oriolans diiid Champaigne : The firft 

"^"^'^''^ ^ag encouraged .by a mifiaken Principle of 

Religion; the latter, by his being void of 

all Reli^oQ : The one, becaufe he had loU: 

a Battle or a Province j the other, becaufe 

the B^iff hath fcized his Equipage : The 

J^man was impelled to Self-Deftru&m by 

the Strength of warlike Honour ; t"hc Bri* 

iorty by defpicabk and effeminate Vanity. ■.. 

Whepe then ihall we fcek for thege^ 
nuine Spirit of Defence ? Where, in 
Tnidi, Jhould we moft fcek for it, but 
^mong thofe who are our Defenders by 
Trefe^n? ,\ 

But, •* what Probability is there, that 

" the Spirit of Defence fliould be ftrong in 

*' any Profeffion, when the Members of 

*J that Pfofeflion are all chofen, without 

" prior 
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"prior Culture or Preparation, from a sect; 
" People among whom the Spirit of De- ^ J". 
" fence is loft?" The Truth implied in this" ^ 
Queflion is fo evident in itfelf, that it is 
hard to go about to prove it. Can a mere 
Change of Drefs or "Title ^ or the buckling 
on a military Weapm^ infufe Strength, 
Hardineis, Courage, or Honour? TheCe 
are Qualities that muft either be natural, 
which feldom happens ; or they muft be in- 
fufed by an early and.continuedDifcipline; 
XX elfe, they come not at alt. Schools and 
Seminaries of this Kind we have none \ or 
none that are in any Degree attended to. 
Theycwng Men defignedfor the military 
Profcffiori are bred up to the fame effemi*. 
natc Maxims and Manners, which theii- 
Fathers are proud of: Can we wonder, if 
thefe ftioot into Action, and form pardlel 
Charafters? Well might we wonder if 
^tydidmu 

So 
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SECT. So then, if k i^pext by «ur, preTent 
III. Soccefs in Wfir, that our naval and military 
Spirit of Defence is ftrong, it muft be 
evident at die fame Tune, diattiiia great 
Spirit is infiifed by fome Means altogedier 
fopefnaturai. 

In the mean Time, what becoows of 
die four great natind Hinges, on which 
iht true Spirit of Defence m.iift hang, 
Btrtrr^bj HarSrKjf<, Cuffvgtt an4 Pri/i- 

Cam the niodem Syftcm of fiilfe Deli- 
cacy ncrre the Wairior with Hardinefa and 
Strength ? Thefe Qaalides, I bdtevc, are 
baldly hoafied^ as making any Part of the 
modem wariike CharaOer. & is a prudent 
as well as a 'modeft Part, indeed, not Ce ■ 
throw thefe rough and antiquated Weights 
2 into 
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tna the ptcfent mSiosj Side: For e»«yatcT. 
CDUinMB E;^ ««aM deted the ftUe Ptt- m- 
(enfioii, ~ " 

Bttt tho'bruttl Stredgth and unpoMied 
HftfdiRds be gone, are not oar jirifty and 
JNfay the great Sclmls of Cmntge and 
Ihimf ; where theie iMning Qualities are 
i>f Codrfe obtained ?-«-TnjIy, it hath long 
been to afSmed : So long, that the j^- 
tUHm hath, till of late, paflM for Pm/^. 
Btft A« K«tion is now beginning to grow 
fceptical in this Point j and require fdtne- 
thing more than jiffirmationt for the Sup- 
^itui an Anide of fuch ImpcrtBiae. 

Lev Us fifft wdgh the Prdbability tX 
this, (rom the Nature bf Things and Meh. 
Trot 6tiinigi and a Pifcciple of Bmut,. 
if iitf be not the rare and generous 
40m<)nbB «f l^mer, in Ae ^Se& ef 
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«ECT. early and continued HaSits. Tho' grtiOt 
HI. Gentlemen may learn to Dflflc^ ; yet, thteir 
Movements will be none of tjie nM)ft 
graceful : And tho' grown Gentlemen 
repair to the School of Courage and Ho- 
nour: yet, with all their prc-conceiral 
Maxims of falfe DeKcacy, their trifling 
Ambitidns, and effeminate Manners about 
them, I ween, they are like to make a 
firry Pr$gre/i. , Long, before this, die 
Mind hath taken its/iecifive Caji oithughtt 
and can but rarely be brought back from, 
its flrfl: Obtiepaties. . 

But fuppofe the Poflibility of this Cud- 
den Infufion : It is to be feared, the Coii- 
icquence would fail us^ It is. tr^e, that 
when Jrmies take ,the Fields and Fleets 
put to S?a i when Sieges are undertaken, 
and Battles fought, aofi Glory is the Frize 

pf Tml and Danger i then inc^^. 

Armies 
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Armies and Navies, become the Schools of sjEcr. 
Courage and warlike Honour: Here is a m. 
ftroi^ and continued Bias put upon the ' 

Mind of every Individual, of Force to 
conquer it's earlicft Obliquities. But 
where nothing ■ of this ha{^>ens ; where 
X^anJ Officers in the Capital are occupied in 
Drefsy Cards, and leai and in Country 
Towns divide their Time between Mil- 
leners Sbcps and Taverns ^ and Sea Officers, 
even in Time of War, inftead of annoying 
ibe Enenues Fleets, . are chiefly bufied in 
the gainful Trade of catching Prizeiy~>- 
in fuch a Cafe, the Army mufl: of ncceffity 
be the Scbooi^ not of HonouTj but Effemi- 
nacy \ the Navy the School of Avarice ^ to 
the Ends' of E^emnacy, 

" How&r thefe generalReafonings are 

confirmed by a Series of recent Events, the 

W<»-ld is left to judge. It is not the 

Writer's, 
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ni, pUcatieiM» but to ttace acknonrfei^ed 
* iWi to their Pnndpift utd O^^tpuwts* 

- ' Sect. IV. 

Of the natimai Spirit of tTysn. 

I^ESE accumulated ^tooh may con- 
vince us, that die national Spirit of Zl/- 
feice is not tcfs weakened than the national 
Capacity^ by the Manners and PimKi{J«t 
of the Times. Let us next weigh dicir 
various Efic€ts on the national SjMiit of ' 
Vhim* 

It may be proper to pre^e thisP^ ^ 
the Eftimate, by obfervjng, that whereas^ 
Btntiotial Capad^ and Spirk of Defevce 
ate not necc&fily afieAed \yf a ntfional 
VovmofGwerametai the natioiial Sfurk of 
Unien, 
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llmm» on the owtrazy, is natwally j&vv skct. 
undo- fim Forou* and i»»$!iralb' wrt it* ^ 
under iWiwrj. * 



fibVi; beraufe, in the Abrence bi^ of 
Maimers and Principles, the an^ttiSt^ 
Power of the Prince dircafla and draws 
every thigg to one Point ^ «nd there&ne, 
in all common Situatkin6> effe^{u«Uy Cwih 
plies their Place. 

But in free Omtries It h ztttun^y . 
veak, unleft fupported by the genecoua 
Princij^es of Rdigi(m» Honour, or public 
Sfurit : For aa in mod Cafes, a fuU national 
llnicai will require, that the iepBratc and 
partial Views of private latereft be in foms 
Degrqe ftcrifitxd to the general Wd&rei 
£» wlM»e Pdnciple prer«il» no^ the nationtl 
Union 
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SECT. Union muft ever be thwarted or deftroyed 
IV. by fclfilh Views and fi^arate Intereils. 

Another Grcumftance muft be re< 
marked, by which} in free Cobntiics, 
&e national Uni<Hi will accidentally be 
often checked, but notdeftroyed: | mean, 
by the Freedom of Opinim itfelf, urged 
into Adt by the very Strength of generous 
«nd prevailing Principk. 

This DiAindion leads us to obferve 
what may perhaps ,be deemed an Over- 
fight or Inaccuracy of the celebrated 
MoNTESQUiEn. He hath often given it . 
as his Opinion, that FaSions are not only 
natunl, but neceflary to Jree Govcm- 
' ments: And this general Rule' he gives 

without Reilridion. Thus he fpeaks of 
Rome. '* On n'entend parler dans les 
** auteurs, que des diviiions qui perdirent 
" Rome: 
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,** komet mais on ne voit pas que ccssect. 
" Diyiiions Jf ^toiejit nec^airest qu'cllcs y 'v- 
** avoknttoujours,i^te» & qu'ellcs y ^w-~' ' 
•' ent tot0<na"S etre V 

How far thii Propofition is trut otfalfe, 
the Diftindtion i^ade above wilt lead us to 
difcovcr^ When the Spirit of Union is 
checked^ and Divilions arife, from the 
Variety and Freedom of Optmon only; or 
from the contefted Rights and privileges 
of the different Ranks or Orders of a State, 
not from the detached and felfifh Views of 
Individuals} a Republic is then in its 
Strength^ and gathers Warmth and Fire 
from thefe Collifions. Such was the State 
of ancient Rome^ in the fimpler and more 
difmterefted Periods of that Republic. . 

But when Principle is weakened and 
Manners loft, and Fadions run high from 

* Grandeur des Rom. I. ix. 

" H ftlfilh 
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SECT, fclfifli Ambition, Revenge, or Avarice, d 

IV. Republic is then on the very Eve of its 

" Deftruftion : And fuch was the State pf 

Rome, in the Times of Marius and' 

Sylla, Pompey and CesaRj Anthony 

and Augustus. 

TTherefore, before we can determine 
whether the FaBicns that divide a free 
Country be falutary or dangerous^ it is ne- 
ceiTary to know what is their Fomdaiim 
and their OhjeSi, If they arife from Free-^ 
dom of Opinion, and aim at the public 
Welfare, ihey ztcfalutary: If their Source 
he felfijh Intereft, of what kind foeverj 
\ they are then dangerous and dejiru5five. 

It was necelTary to make thefe Diftinc- 
tlons, before we could fay with Precifion, 
how far, in our own Country, a national 
Spirit of Union t is in veility z naiiertal 
Good. 

Thb 
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The Point therefore to be examined^ is, sec t. 
** how far our national Spirit of Union is '^• 
" weakened or deftroyed by fclfiih Views 
" of Good> by feparate Interefts, and De- 
** feft of Principle ?" 

Now, if the Delineation already given 
6f our ruling Manners and Principles be 
true, the Confequence muft needs follow^ 
that our national Spirit of Union muft ba 
fiiaken by them. 

Neitheb Diall we need to caft about^ 
for evident Fai^s that wilt confirm this 
Theory. Glaring Proofs wijl meet us at , 
every Turn ; and not only make good this 
Conclulion, but throw new Light on the 
Delineation already made. 

The Reftraints laid on the royal Prero- 
gative at the Revolution, and the Accef- 
H 2 fioQ 
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SECT, fion of Liberty thus gained by die People, 
■ -"^' podoced two Effcfts with HefpeS to Par- 
Iktnent?. One was that, inilead of bdng 
^cafitnsllyy they wer6 thence-forward i«r- 
nually aiTembled : Th6 other was, ^t 
whereas on any trifling Of&nce ^v«i, ^y 
had been ufually intimidated or dijjhhed, 
thdy now found themfdves pofiefled of 
new lyigniiy and Power ; their Coofent 
being nece£^y foe raiting the atmaal Sitp' 
f&es. 

No Body of Men, except in the flmpkfl 
and moil virtuous Times, ever found 
^ themfelves pofleffed o£ Power, but many 
of them would attempt to tutn it. to their 
own private Advantage. Thqs the Pariia- 
ments finding themfelves of Weighty and 
finding at the fame Time tlut the Di^fal 
of all lucrative Emphyments was veiled in 
the CrVwnt fpoa bethought themfelves, 
that. 



»i by Google 



't^^tmpki tfthe Stipes* 1 09 

diat in Evchange for A&n> Concurrence in sect. 
gcanting fii^iiiies, and fwwarding the iv. 
^ifSff/itra o£ G«verjmenty it was bt|t equita- . 
ble. that the Crown fhould eeficttr In ve(t~ 
iog Themt or t^ieir Deptri^ntSf with the /&- 
4?-aiive Efi^ltyi of Stale. 

If this was done, the Wheels of Go- 
vernment ran fmooth and quiet : But if 
•ay 1^^ -3ody 'of Claimants wati diflTa- 
tisfied, the political Uproar began; and 
pubJic Afeafures were obftru£ted or; over- 
turned. 

William the /JKr</ found diistobethe 
fiaticxial . Turn ; and fet himfelf, like a 
politician, to oppofe It : He therefore ii- 
lenced all he could, by Places or Penfions t 
4i)d hence the Origin of making of Par- 

1,IAM£NTS. 

H % But 
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BoT the Art, as yet; was but in its infant 
State. The ruling Piinciples, which had 
"brought about the Revolution, had not 
as yet loft their Force : And the firft Ef- 
fays of Art are always rude : Time only, 
and Variety of Tyial and Experiment, can 
form them into perfcft Syftems. 

- In the mean Time, this ntk Princ^^ 
of Self-Intereft began to work deeper every 
Day in its Eifefts. As a Seat in Parlia- 
ment .was now found to be of confiderable 
felfiih Importance, the Contention for 
Gor>, which had bc'gun in Sowh, fprcad 
. Hfelf by -Degrees into the Country. Sbires 
and Burroughs, which^in former Times 
had paid their Reprcfentatives for their At- 
tendance in Parliament, were now the 
great Objcds oi Requejij ».nd political Strug-^ 
gle. 

And 
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And as the Reprefentati'ois had already sect, 
found their Influence, and made their De- '^- 
mands on the Crtnvni fo now, the Out' 
ftitmrUs found their Influence, and made 
their Demands on the Reprefematives. 

Thus the great Ch^n of political Self- 
Interefl: was at length formed ^ and ex- 
.tended from the hweji Cobler in a Biarougb, 
to the King's-Jirjil^nifter, 

But a Chain of Self-Intereft is indeed no 
better than a Rope of Sand: There is noC^, 
ment nor Cobefion between the Parts : There 
is rather a mutual Antipathy and Rgpulfioni 
the Charafler of Self-Intereft being in a pe- 
culiar Senfe, that erf " teres atque rotundus •" 
wrapt up wholly inJlJeif; and unconnefled 
with others, unlefs for its own Sake. Here 
then, we fee even this Chain itfelf ready to 
H4 ftll 
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SECT. ^^^ iti Pieces, and on any' fudden Thwart - 
■ IT. or Concufllpni break iiitij aii Infinity of ■ 
—^ — FadiOM. 

. Besides this, the lacrative Employe (rf 
our Country not being near fo dupieroufi 
as the Claimants ' are, in every Degree 
c£ political Power and £^]q)eda&«i ; the 
Spirk cf ^liiih Fadlion arofe ofcouffe in 
. ids Strength, from unfatisfi^ Peipands, 
ftnd diTappointed Avarice. 

It hath much been defeated, whether 
^e Minifters or the P^Ie have contribiiteB 
more to the EftahliAunent of this Syftem 
of Sclf.Intereft and fadion, On Eor 
quiry it would prebaHy app^arj that at 
diffiarent Periods the P«idulubi hath fwung 
at large on both fides. It camit^ dcrwn, 
in former Times, from the Mlnifter to the 
Reprefenutive, from the Re^efenf^tivetQ 
the 
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die nunaging Alderman^ from the Alder-* s%cT« 
man to the CoblfT. In laterTimes, the it* 
Jmpulfe feems to hwe been chiefly in. the "^ 
tontn^ Direflipn; From the Cobler to 
the managing Alderman i from bimi ta 
the Member ; from the Member, to the 
^rfot Man who rul^ the Summgh ; and 
thence to ihe Minifter. Thus, what' wU 
ibftiierlyi in the Miftiibpr, an Adt of_fi^ 
p^dPrudemey has of late grown into an 
Aa oifuppofed NeceJJky. The Cfikr by 
this Time had found his Strength^ fo the 
Prefliire we^t apBwnfr, 'till it (:ame upon 
the I&mfiry. 

To foppofe that thfl Servants Of the 
Crown never attampted- IJvIeafures that 
■wore known to be Ba4, nor- ever taadit 
Parliaments, in order to cany their At- 
tempts into Action, would be tidiculous ; 
pBt on the pthef han4 it is equally true, 
wha^ 



»i by Google 



TI4 \An ^inuUe of the Manmn 

SECT, what Machiavel fomewhere delivers as 

IV. a Maxim, " That an ill-difpofcd CitisEcn 

" can do no great Hamii but in an ill- 

« difpofed City." Bribery in the Minifter 

fuppofes a corrupt People. 

And, to venture a plain, .the' perhaps 
an unpopular Truth on this Occafion ; it 
mull be owned that a Miniilfcr is not there^ 
fore certainly corrupt in his Intention, bc-» 
caufe he ma^s a Parliament by indireiSi: 
and corrupt JW^tfOT. This Condudt, how- 
ever iodefenfible, ihay arife from two op- 
polite Caufes. He may be afraid of the 
Firtue of a Nation, in its oppojing bad 
Meafures ; Or he may not dare to rely on , 
the Virtue of a Nation, in fypporting him 
in goodmes. 

There was a noted Minifter in thi^ 

Kingdom, who, during his long Reigq, 

feema 
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Teems to have put thefe two Maxims in sect. 
Praiftice, as Occafion offered. For if it was jv. 
bis Maxim, ** that every Man had his ^^- 
" Price." It was his Maxim too, " That he 
** was obliged to bribe the Members, not 
;• to vote against but according to tjieir ' 
f ' Confcience" 

However, this is not meant as a Vin- 
dication of his Meafures. On the con- 
trary, they feem generally to have aimed no 
higher than to fecure prefent Expedients, 
to oblige his Friends and Dependants, and 
provide for his own Safety. His Capacity, 
even when he meant well, feems to havp 
been too narrow to comprehend any great ^ 
-Fkn of Legiflation ; and perhaps his Cha- 
raifler might be drawn in thefe few Words, 
" That while he feemed t6 jirengtben the 
** SuperftruBure^ he weakened the Founda- 
?• tiprn of OHf Cohjiitutioti." 

But 
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' But however defeftive MiniAon miy 
have been in tpaking the piJsUcWeli&io 
the «(w'» Ohje0 of their Views, we may 
fee fatielied hy this Eftimate of Things 
frcxn the Revok^n to the preTent Times, 
jhat the Nation have at leaft marched 
" Pa^us aqms." Andtho' this Work is not 
intended either as a Defence or an Accuia- 
tion of Minifters ; yet for the fake of Truth 
it mufl be faid^ that the eternal Clamours, 
of a felfifh, and a fa^oiu People, againft 
every MiniAry that rifes, puts one in Mind 
of thofe Carihagifiiati Armies, whit^ being 
$1 once cowar4Iy and jnfplent, ran away 
at Sight of an Enemy, and then crucf^ 
their Geturalt becaufe he did not gain the 



To return therefore to our Sul^eft,' (If, 
indeed, we have departed from it) evident 
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U a, that die want of . Principle hath at sect.. 
t^gth drmly cftabliOied a Syftem of poll- iv. 
ttcal Sclf-iuterdl among us, which muft ' 

at all times break out iato Pactions j and. 
prevent the great £&£h which a national 
Spirit of Ujiion would (M'oduce. Former 
Timea, we [^inly ice, have been fatally 
ifife^ted with this felfifh Spirit. Prcfent 
T^mee, in tbis nefpeBy are facred\ and 
thpcc&rc we ipcak not of them. But if 
N the ruliog Manners and prefcnt want of 
Principle in this Kingdom be not checked 
in their Carriere ; we muA expcd that fu- 
ture Times will be nioie fdlfiOi} uidthdre- 
ibre more famous, than dioTe former ones, 
. we have already dcfcribed. 

For Vanity,, Luxury, and Efieminacy, ' 
(hicreafed beyond all Belief within thefe 
- twenty Years) as they ate of a fe^. To 
are they of a craving and unfaCisBed Na- 
ture: 
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SECT. tift"e: The prefect Rage of Pleafure and 
IV. unmanly Diffipation hath created a Train of 

new Neceffities, which in their Demands 

outftrip every pofiible Supply. 

And if the great Principles of ReligiofI/ 
Honour, and public Spirit are weak or loft 
among us, what effe<^ual Check can th&c 
be upon the Great, to controul their un- 
bounded and unwarranted Purfuit of lucra- 
tive Employments, for the Gratification of 
thefe unmanly Pafiioiv ? 

And whenever this happens, what can we 
eXpe<^ as the Confequence, but a general 
Anarchy and Confulion ? what;; but that 
difappointed Avarice will kindle Faffton ? 
That national Union muft be thwarted by 
felfiOi Regards? That no public Meafure^ 
however falutary, can be carried into AiS, 
- if 
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if it clafli with any forcfccn private In- s e c t. 
tereft ? iv. . 

Nay, is it not the Duty of every Well- 
wi£her to his Country, to confider, not 
only how foon this mrf bty but how far it 
is our prefent Situation P 

What other Efied can naturally arife , 
from the Vanity, Diffipation, and Rapa- 
city of a diffolute People ? For in a Nation 
fo circumAanced, 'tis natural to imagine, 
that next to Gaming and Riot, the chief 
Attention of the great World taaSt be 
turned ofi the Buiinefs of" EleSfion-Jo&Ung, / 

of fecuring ComtieSy controuling, bribing, 
or buying of Burroughs, in a word, 00 the 
Pofleiiion of a great Parliamentary In- 
tercft ? 

But 
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SECT. But what an Aggravadon of this Bvti 
IV. WQuIdarUe>fhouldeverthofeof thehighelt 
-Rank, tho' -f robibit«d by A£l of Parlia* 
ment, infult the L^vrs by interferiiig in 
Elections, hy folUdtuig Votes, or prcxmiv 
ing others to follicit them} t^ infinemjing 
Elections in an avowed Defiance of their 
Country, And even fiUii^ vacant Setts in 
■Parliamenl to the ^ Biiier ? 

Would not this be a ^thful Copy (^ 
d^nei^tc and declining iSmuf " £a de- 
*' mum Rome libertas eft, lion &enatum, 
** noo Magiftratos, non L^i, Don Mo^ 
** res Majorum, non {nftttuta Patrum vc- 
*' reti," 

And what, can we fuppofe would be i^ 

real Drift of this illegitimate Wafle of Time, 

Hooourj Wealth, and Labour ? might not 

the 
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the very Reafon publickl^ afligned for it, s e c T. 
be this, " That they may ftrengthen them- iv. 
*' felves and Families, and thus gain a ' ' 
" kjiing Intertft (as they g411 it) for their 

. " Dependants, Sons and Pofterity ?" Now 
what would this imply but a fuppofed 
Right or Privilege of demanding liicratiye 
Employs, as the chi^f Object of their 
View ? And whence can.this iuppofcd Pri- 
vilege of Demand derive its Force, but 
from a forefeen Power, and determined 
Purpofe, of kindling Fadion, andobftrudt- 
ing all public Meafures, in cafe of Difap- 

. pointment and Difguft ? 

We fee -then, how the ^IJtical Syftem 
of Self-Intereft is at length comj^eated j 
and a Foundation laid in our Principles and 
Manners for mdUfs Dijfentions in the State. 

I Thus 



»i by Google 



izz M 'Efiimatt if the Ma^atff^i 

SECT. Thus FoSHoh is eftabUffied, not ott 
y^ jhilntimt but tin Asari^: on AiM' 
rice and Rapacity ^ for die Ends of Diffipa^ 
tion. 

N'eed we pcant out particuJafr t^afts, ift 
Confinn^n c^ theft Truths ? Is not die 
Nation even now labouring utidcr dns 
fatal Malady? Is not the deadly B«r::Aw(J 
already ftrctched, and xlta.Pu^c gaf^nn^ 
and expiring under the Tugs of oppofetf 
and contending Parties ? 

** DiftraAam, laeer^amque Ren^b- 
.* licam — magis qkorum in manujt, quat» 
f tit ftK»k/mis^ quieri *." 



Sbct/ 
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Sect. V. 
bf/he Confiquences ofNatioMl Difiittm. 

It ia not enough to have fliewn in what sect. 
Manner our Defedl of Principle and ruling ^ ^^ '^ _ 
Manners have compleated the Ruin of the 
hfttional SjHiit of Union : If we would ob- 
tain a full View of our Subjed, it is a 
MceiTary tho' diiagreeable Taik, to trace 
jtlus Difmion thro' itsjarttcular Effeifi. 

Now thefe will always vary along wltft 
the Cbarader of the People thus divided. 
if the Nation be warlike^ and the Spirit of 
Defence be^nmrj, the Danger will gene- 
rally ariie from ivitbin. If the Nation be 
^emnatey and the Spirit of Defence be 
weak, the Danger will generally arife from 
mtbout* 

1 2 ThB 
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S£CT. The firft of thefe was the Situation and 
V. Fate of the ancient Military RcpubKcs. 
That oi Corinth was deftroyed by the Fac- 
tion of the Preetor Di^us and his Party. 
The Athenian Commonwealth was again 
and again Ihaken and overturned by the 
Weight of oppofing Parties : infomuch that 
the Hiftory of this 'Republic may juftly be 
ftyled the Hiftory of Fa^im. When de- 
generate Manners bad dcftroyed the Purity 
of the Spartan Conftitution and Laws of 
Lycurgus, Agis atten^ted to reftore 
them, but was murdered in the generous 
Attempt by a Fadion headed by the Ephori. 
The Roman Commonwealth, in its later 
Periods, was thrown into perpetual Con- 
vulfions by ambitious and warlike Faction, 
and died at laft of the Malady. And, to 
pafs by nwny other Proofs that might be 
allcdgcd. 
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aJIedged, what Rivers of Blood have been sect. 
fpilt in our <ywn Country, among tontcnd- v. 
ing.Faflions, while the Spirit of Arms and " 

Honour remained among us f . . 

But to give every Period of Manners 
it's due Charatfler, it is confelTed that ia 
the prefcnt effeminate iho' faSfioui Times, 
we have no Danger of this kind to fear. 
For as our Manners ar^ degenerated into 
thofe of Women, fo are our VVeapons of 
Oifence. 

But as this Homi-Security arifcs only 
from the common Impotence j it is probable, ' 
that other Nations may foon know of what 
Materials we are made j and therrforc our 
Danger is likely to arife from without-. 

Let us then examine what Effedls this 

national Spyrit of Difunion muft have upon 

1 3 us, 
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SECT, ufi, as we ftand a£Fe£ted by ftny f^eint 
T- Emmy. 

It weakens the CenJJiency of iH pnbl^ 

> Meafures : So that no great national Schcnig 

pf Thought can be carried into AdKoiii if 

It's' Accopiplifhtnent demands any lon^ 

Continuity of Tijnc. 

It weakens not onlythc Cm^kncy^ but 
^e Vi^mr and Expedition of all public!; 
Meafures : So that while a divided People 
are contending about the Means of Security 
pr Defence, a united Enemy may fur- 
prize and invade them. 

Thefc are the apparent Confequencf^ 
pf national Difunion : There is another 
not fo obvious, and therefore more like^ 
to be fatal. 
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■ We havefecn thatinaNationcircum-SECT, 
ftanced like oursy the great Contention v. 
gmong thofe of Quality and Fortune will 
probably lie in the A^r <^ EUSion ^ 
ftrefis : That next to efi^inate Plea.- 
fure and Gaming, dik (for the fkmc En4 
«s Gaming) wit! of Courie be the capital 
Purfoit: that this Intereft Will naturally 
be regarded as a kind of Famify-Fumi, 
for tJie Provifion of the younger Ranches; 
^d that it's Force inuft arife from this 
Principlet ^t in Cafe the Head c^ the 
Family is not grati^d in Jus lucrative De- 
mands, he and bis Dependants will raife 9 
Combufiiott in the State. 

ViEWiMG the Affair, then, in this l^ight^ 
we fliall fee that, befides the general ill In- 
fluence of Fa^on, this Principle of DiC- 
UE^on muf| Ajther tend to weakeq or de- 
I 4 ftroy 
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SECT, firoy both the National Capacity ixA^iSbX} 
■ y- national spirit of ZJySwc^. 

For, in a Nation fo circupnftanced, thro' 
•Uic Strength of this Principle, many high. 
. and iinportant Pofts, in every public and 
important Profeffion, muft pf Courfe he 
filled by Men, who inftead oi Ability and 
Virtue^ plead this Interefi for their befi 
Title, " 

T^HUS in a Time when Science, Capa- 
city, Courage, Honour, ReUgiori, Public 
Spirit, arc rare j the remaining Few who 
poflefs thefe Virtues, will often be ihut 
out from thcfe Stations which they would 
fill with Honour ; while every public and 
important Employ will abound with Men, 
whofe Manners and Principles arc of th^ 
tte%veft Fajlmn. 

'Xis acknowledged there are Exceptions 
to the Truth of this Remark. Nay, were ' 
it 
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it ncceffary; the Writer could gratify hissECx.' . 
Vanity, by ranking ibme of thefe Names v. 
in tke Number of his Friends. But not- ■ 
withftanding thefe Exceptions, the general ' ' 
Obfervation will maintain it's Truth. 

How indeed can it be otherwife, while ' 
the Confcioufnefs of this Principle has any 
Place in the Mind ? Is not the Parliament- 
, Intereft of every powerful Family contiriu-* 
ally rung in the Ears of it's Branches and- 
Dependants ? And does not this inevitably, 
tend to relax and weaken the Application 
of the young Men of Quality and Fortune, 
apd i:ender every Man who has Reliance 
on this Principle, lefs qualified for thofe 
Stetions which by this very Principle 
he obtains f For why ftiould a .Youth of 
Family or Fa(hion (thus he argues with 
himfelf) " Why fhould He fubmit to the 
" Prudgery of Schools, Colleges^ A^a- 
• : '* demies. 
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SECT." demies. Voyages, Campaigns, Fatigncs^ 

V- " and Dangers, when lu can rife to Ao 

*■■ "' " *• highcll: Stations by the fmooth and eafy 

,^' Pjtth of FarUan^entary Intecpft?'^ 

*Tis granted, indeed, that the Sons and 
Relations t^ Men of Quality and Fortane, 
have not only an equal, but even a prior 
Claim to all Iiigh Employments in the 
State, provided only, tfiey are quaU/ied tif 
fQ them ixmourably. 

yfz may truly »ld Co this^ that in thai 
Period of a State, when Capacity, Courage, 
and Honour, form its ruling Chara^erf 
thofe of hi^ Qi^Uty and Degree, are ge- 
nerally of all others ^c raoft capable, mpft 
' ppuragiQUS, mc^ honpurable. 

On the coirtrary, where Efivminacy and 

Cel£iih Vanity itxm. the ruUng Charader-ol 

ftpeqpici 
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a People; there we maybe no lefs certain, sect. 
that ^ofe of high Rank anti Quali^ will ^' 
in^enpcal be of idl others moft v^n, moft 
felfifb, moft incapablcj moft geminate. 

The Iteafon is penpancnt, and the htM 
in both Cafes : *f fie<:aufe in evety I*«Fk>ci 
of every State, " the InfloeiKC of the J^</-* 
** ing Peopkt ibon or }ate, will fbrm it'i 
f,' ka^ijg CbaraSfr." 

How far thefe Truths arc verified by 
prefent Fafts, it were needlefsy perhaps 
^mgerpus, particularly to fay. Let it there- 
fore be left to the candid Confideration of 
every hcuieft and impatti^ Man> how far ' 
feveral recent Events* b;^ which both the 
Honour and outward Strength of this- 
Ration have been impaired, haye arifen 
|rom the prevailing Principle here dell- 

We 
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We may conclude this SubjeA with a 
general Remark, which, together with the 
"Refult of thefe Obfcrvations, may fca-m a 
general Maxim: That "when Faftions arife 
from the Esccels df military Spirit and the 
ambition of Dominion, they increafe the 
liational Capacity and Spirit of* Defence r 
On the contrary, where FaSions arife from 
fcliifh Eiieminacy, the national Capacity 
and Spirit of Defence will certainly be 
wakened or deftroyed ♦. 



* We muft not omit to oblerve, that there are 
two Profeflions which, even in the mofl fellilh an4 
effeminate Times, will 'generally maintain tbeir pro- 
per Vigour : TTiefe are the Profeflions of Law amJ 
Pbyfic. For as their OM^bBt is the Security of the 
Property and Htalth i:g Individuals, the moA felfiHl 
and cfTeminate of Mankind willalwaysbemoreattcn* 
tivc to the Prcfervation of thtfty in proportion as thejr 
axK Ufi atttmivt to the public Welfare, and loQto all 
ptterous Affedions and Regards. Thus even in ths 

Such 
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Such are the Efieds of this ^vailing sect* 
Principle of Self-Intereft and Difunion, in v. 
, bi^ Life. Bnt if we take into the Account 
all that dcTpicable Train of pptitical Ma- 
nagers, Agents, and Burrough- Jobbers, 
ivhich' hang like Leeches upon the Great, 
nor ever quit their Hold till they are iuH 
gorged -y we fhall than fee this reigniiig 
Evil in it's laft Pcrfeafen. for here, to 
Incapacity and Denferit, is generally added 
Jnfolence. Every low FelloW of this Kind 
looks upon the Mao of Genius, Capa* 
city, and Virtue, as his natural Enemyt' 
He regards faim with an evil Eyej and 
hence undo'inines or defames himj as one 
who thwtfts his Views, queitions his Title, 

BK^ fellilh and dKnniiote Timet, the ableft Lawytrt 
and Phjjkians will genenlly be at the Head of their 
ProfefioD. 

and 
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S'E c T. and inddngers his Expedlations. He man 

^' have had htdc Experience in the ^yB^ld, 

wh6 has noij among nxfj Order^ met vii&i 

6agranc Charadot «f this Kind/ ^nd Jn- ' 

fiances of this Truth. 

Thus th6 pubtic Body Is agtUn weakenc^j 
er rather mutil^^ed in all its Lifhbs. Attd 
lliat national Spirit of Difiaim which oat 
Prindples and Manners bate produccdj 
tomes not only attended with it's propet 
and inmidiate Efe^, but faadi comf^eted 
the Ruin of the national Q^cit^t and ikt 
<iatioaal Sf»rit aiXiefence. 

Sect. VI; 

jdn Oi^e^dn^ Jravm ft&m the Miomert jf 
the French Nation, confJered. 

We might here dofe our Estimate of 

Ac public Effeifts of the ruling Manners 

and 
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Had Principles of the Times; were not the s e ct« 
Theory here eilabUlhed on a Number of vi^ 
Mocuirent Fa^, apparently liable to an' ' ^ 
Objedion.- 

Ttiis arifeth trdtn the ruling Maii- 
iKrs of the French Nation: Which be- 
fog ds ■oaitt and effemhuae as our own/ 
and the very Arche^^ from which our 
6wn are drawn, ffaould of Courfe involvtt 
idiat Nation in the Umt Confequences, the 
&me Defeft of national Capacity, Defence 
And tfmon: But as tbefe Principles of na- 
donal and internal- Strength' are, on alt 
hands, acknowledged to maintain their 
proper Vigour in France, where the ruling 
Manners are effcminatej therefore, fay the 
PatFonizers of our modern Manners, tbefe 
cannot be the Caufe of our national Mi& 
Asuriages and Dcfe^tss. ' ' 
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'Tis granted, then, that their Manners 
are of the- fame Kind.: But on Examina- 
~tion it will appear, that whereas ows (as 
. we have fecn) are fufFcred tp go on to all 
their proper and natural Effcftsj theirs^ on 
the contrary, are checked and counter- 
aiSed in their EfFeds, by a variety of Caufcs 
and Principles wholly diflimilar. 



Theik efFeniinatcMz»««-jaffe£tnottheir 
national Capacity^ becaufc their YoUth are 
afllduouGy trained up for all public Ofiices, 
civil, naval, military, in Schools provided 
at the national Expence : Here the Candi- 
dates For public Employ go thro' a fevere 
■ and laborious Courfe of Difci jJ!ine, and only 
expert to rife in Siatiorif as they rifi in 
Knowledge and j^ltiy, 

Their 
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Their effeminate Manners a£k& not sect. 
their national Spirit of Df/ewi^becaufe they ^^• 
are controuled by the Principle of military- " 

i&naut. This, for fome Ages, hath been 
early inftilled into every rifing Generation j 
and is at length become fo ftrong and uni- 
verfaly as to form the natisnai Cbara^er. 
It fpreads through every Rank} infpirea 
even the meaneft in the Kingdom: and 
pervades and actuates the whole Machine 
of Government, with a Force little inferior 
to that of piiblic Virtue. 

It were no incurious Subjeft, to inve- 
ftigate thi§ peculiar Principle to it's firft 
Caufes! But that lies beyond the Intention 
of the prefent Defign. It may be called 
a peculiar Principle, in France^ becaufe i\ 
is unconneBed, nay even at Variance with it's 
Manners; and in no other Country did thii 
K Principle 



»i by Google 



138- jbt Efiimate of the Marmeri 

SECT. Principle ever fubfift in it's Strength, wheit 
^^' ether Principles were weakened, and Jl/an- 



It may feem, perhaps, at firft View, to 
have arifen from the civil Wars that rent 
the Kingdom in the Time of Henry the 
Greaty to have been transfufed from thence 
into the gallant Reign of Louis, and thence 
heightened and delivered down to pre- 
fent Times. 

But tho' it received g<Bit Hcighten- 
ings in thcfe two Reigns, yet it pro- 
duced fignal and peculiar EiFedls, before 
the firft of thefe Periods, In Proof of this^ 
we need only altedge the famous Route 
called the Battle of Spurs, when Henry t&e 
Eighth of England invaded France. On this 
Occafion, the Body of the French Army 
giving Way thro' -fome fudden Panic, the 
Officers kept their Ground, and rather 
chofe 
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diofe to be flain, or taken Prifoners, than sect. 
give Counteiiance to fuch an ignominious vi. 
Flight. 

*- 
This Principle* lb remarkable at this 
Day among the French, we Aigmattze 
with the Name of falfe Honour. Such as 

. it is, it were to be wilhed wc had more of . 
it; It aims not, indeed at generous Ends, 
beyond a certain Sphere; But it is plauiible, 

.polite and Splendid, In the Purfuit even 
of it's ungenerous .Ends. In ihort, the 
Honour, like the Religion of France, is 
not V9id of Bbnevplence, but confines its 
Benevolence, within a certain Pale. 'Tis 

faife Honour, as it regards other Nations^ 
as it regards their own Country, ic is 

true, . 

As tlys Principle in France^ fecures the 

national Spirit of Defence , fo the Power 

K 2 of 
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SECT. <f their Mmarcb^ aided by this Principte^ 
v^i- fecures their national Spirit of Union. In 
^ confcquence of this, the World has acci- 
dentally feen their vait Plai of Pow6r 
(fbrfned by the great Gn/fer/ alihoft ;« Cen- 
t4iry ago) CMried on, tbo' widi ftequcnt 
Interruptions, and in a great Degree now 
accomplilhed, thro' a Variety of Reighn, 
Wars and Adrainiftrations. The Motiarci/s 
Power gives Unity ind Stcddinefi, the Prin- 
ciple of Honour givee Vigour, to every 
■Movement of the State, 

Thus, in Contradidlion to all knowh 
Example, France hath become powerful, 
while /he feemed to lead the Way in Effe- 
minacy: And while flic hath allured her 
neighbour .Nations, by her own Example; 
to drink largely of her circaan and poifoned 
Cup of Manners^ hath fecured her own 
H-alib by th^Jecret Antidote of Principie. 

" ■ FoKCES 
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Forced by <his, tke Charader of the « e c t. 
Frtticb Nation, tho' inconfiftent, is tdpcd* ■ ^^' 
flblti : They have found, or rather invented, 
the Arc oi unitii^ all Extieme&: They 
bftve Vimies and Vice$> Strengths anil 
Weakncflest&emingiy incompatible. They 
MC eSuiuaate yet brave: infincere, yet 
bopoufahle: hofpitable* not benevdentc 
Ji^ti yft fybtile: fplendid,. not generoust 
srvliki^ yet j>pUte: plauiible, not vir-' 
tuoitf: men^antile, yet .a<X mean; In 
T'rifles ferious, gay in Ent«prize : Women 
at the Toilet, Heroes in the Field: profli- 
gatp ija Heart; in .Condma, decent: pi- 
vided in .Opini,oo, in Action pnited: la 
Manners weak, but ftrong in Principle: 
QmU^tibk in frivete Life> ia -fuBIic, 



K3 Sect. 
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Sect. Vlf. 
Of the mofi, probable Tendency of ibefe'Efe^i, 

SECT. N0T.WITHST4NDING this apparent Ob- 
VII. jcilion, therefore, the Principles here ad- 

■ ^vanced maintain their Force. And thus 

we fee, how our effeminate Manners and 
Defe3 oi Principle have weakened the na- 
tional Capacity, and Spiri* of Defence} and 
by giving a new Turn to oqr national Dif^- 
union^ have Hill farther aggravated thefe 
ruling' Evils in the State. 

What then is the raoft probable Con? 
fequcnce of this national Debility ? 

'Tis from an outward Enemy ^ as hat^i' 
been obferved, that Danger is hio|^ to ^ 
i^pprehended. 

T?? 
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The French, in Land Armies, are far sect. 
our Superiors : They are making large and vii. . 

dreadful Strides towards us, in naval Power. ^~ 

They have more than difputed with us the 
Empire of the Mediterranean. They are 
driving us from our Forts and Colonies in 
j^merica, . 

These .arc the fteddy EfFcds of tbeir 
Principles and Union j of our Deficiency 
in biob^ 

: Thb9s Caufes reach to, and operate, 
wen in the new World. Their Govemorc 
of Colonics are ai^uated by Hmsur and 
riieir Mmarch's Power : Ours^ too com- 
monly, by Self-Love and uncontrouled 
Papine. Tieir Zeal and Policy dircd 
them tb make Converts and Friends of the 
fydian Nations: Our Irreligion prevents 
K 4 the 
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SECT, the one j our diflioneft Treatment, the otbep^ 

vn. For by die beft Ac^unts, our Ct^mes 

7"""" have in general copied, and even outgoim 

us, in tytry fajhionahle Degeneray. 

Snoutb the French^ then, poi^s dxetOfr 
ftlves of Norfb jh/ierifSy what Eye can 
be fo weak, as not to fee the Confequence?. • 
MuA not a naval Power come upon us, 
cywtf/, if hot fuperior to our own f 

Thus by a gradual and unperoeiTed 
Decline, we feem gliding down to Riun, 
We laugh, we 'firig, we feafl, we pity : 
We adopt every Vanity ^ and ctttfb ex evay; 
iwrv, thrown oiit "to us by the Natidn 
that -is planning -.aat Defiru&mi ^siA 
while iFate is hanging over tis, are, J^^H 
kfi and ^ehce yStwrff. Were we. but at 
■^ iitmcefftns:fflin4, wei})0\ild, la^vffFea^ 
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mfi for French Manners, complcady refem- s fe c T. 

blc the i^am^ dcfcribcd by the poet : vir. 

■ — I.. 1 1 ^ 

The Z;>amb tby Riot dooms to bleed to Dxjr* 
Had he thy R^fon, wou'd he ikip and play t 
Pleas'd to the laft^ he crops the flow'ry Food > 
And Hch the Hi^itd that's rait'd to fie4 his Bhod. 



Hrthi, 
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PART in. 

OF THE 

SOURCES 



Thefc Marnbrs aiid Prik-' 

CIPLES. 

Sict/K 
Of a general Mijiah on this Saijeif, 

THE publick Effefts of our Man- 
ners and Principles lierc > eoume- 
rated, begin now to appear too-miuufeft 
in our public Mifcarriages, to be any 
longer derided. The Nation ilands aghaft 
at 
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VECT.atit's own Misfortunes: But^ likeaMaH 
I. starting fuddenly from Sleeps hj the Nf^ 
of ibme approaching Ruin, knows ndther 
whence.it comes,, nor how to ilVoid it. 

In Proof of this, we need only look into 
the late Inftruftions from ConfUtuents to 
,Rcprefcntativ£s. Tbefc, wefce, feldom look 
<&ther than the immediate and incidental 
Occaflon of each particular MifconduA : 
While the grand general Principles in 
which thefe Mifconduds have been chiefly 
founded, are neither feen, nor fufpedted : 
Nay, an impartial Enquiry will probably 
'convince.us, that white they ftrike at the 
Shoots and Branches, ' they feed the Root 
from vriiencc thefc Mifcondtu^ have been 
ariginally. derived. 

For it feems to be the ruling Maxim of 

Uus Age and Nation, that if our Trade and 

Wealth 
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Wealth are but increafed, we are power- sect. 
fuC happy, and feciue; And ineffimat- '* 
ing the r«d Strength of the Kingdom, the "^' 
fok Queftion for muiy Years hath been, 
*^ What Commerce and Riches the Nation 
" i$ po0efled off" A Queition> which an 
ancient Law^ver would hare laughed at. 

There never was a more fttal Error 
more greedily embraced by any People. 

Sect. II. 

Of the EffeBs of exorhkant tradi ani^ 

Wealth OR Manners. 

Br Wealth' is underflood, every, kind' 
c^ ufeful Pofiieffioni'or Money, which is 
it's'Sigii, and may be converted into it. 

By Commerce' is underftood the Ex- 
change of Wealth, for mutu^ Benefit. 

The 
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t E c f , The, Effe^ta of Commerce oo Manhehi 

*'• have by moft Writers, I thinks been con* 

fidered 3S um/orm. Even the fage and 

aOiiabk Montesquieu fays only, in ge-* 

/ ncral Terms, " Thtt Comnierce poJtOies 

''"'' ' ** .M^iinera, but. corropcs Manngi^ *," 
Whereas, from a candid View of it's Na- 
ture And KSe&Si we ffaall probably £nd> 
that in k'fl 6iA and ijoiddle Stages it is bene* 
ficent J in it's laft, dangerous and fatal. 

If we view Commerce in its firft StageJ» 
We ihiUl fee, that it &ipp)ic8 matual Ne- 
ceflities, pr^vwtft. mutual Wants, extends 
mutual Knowledge, eradicates mutual Pre* 
jtidide, and iprcada mutual Humanity. 

9 

. If we view it ia its iniddht aijd more- 
advanced Period, we fhall fee, -it provides 

• L'£fprit des toix, I. xxtc. i. 

Conve- 
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Convcniencics, increaTetb Numbers, coins sect. 
Money, gives Birth to Arts and Srifinfp, "' 
creates equal Laws, diiFufes general Plenty 
aiid general Happinels. 

If we view it in it's third and hlgheft 
S^ge, we ihall fee it change it's Nature' • 
and EiFefts. It brings in Superfluity and 
vaA Wealth } begets Avarice, grofs Luxury, 
or effeminate Refinement among the 
higher Ranks, together with general Lois 
of Prindide. 

Concerning the two iirft Stages of 
Commerce, I fhall have no Difpute with 
the prcfeiit Times: It's Benefits are gene-' 
rally acknowledged. The dangerous Ef- 
feds of it's Exorbitance or Excefs have not 
yet been fufEciently developed. 

L That 
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That Commerce in it's Excefs brings 

-a general Superflui^ of Goods, that this 

general Superflaity letdes in particular 

Hands into vaft Wealth, will be readily 

acknowledged. ~ 



Tnfi next Step is, to cohfider how vail 
Wealth naturally produces Avarice, Lux- 
ury, or^ Effeminacy, according to the Ge- 
nius or Circumflances of the People among 
whom it comes. 

Industrv, in it's firft Suges, is /rw 
gali not w^emrtna : It's End being that 
of Self-Prefcrvadon and moderate Enjoy- 
ment, it's little Superfluities arc often em- 
ployed in h£h of Generofity and Bene- 
ficence. But the daily Increafe of Wealth 
by Induftry, naturally increaies the Love 
of 



»i by Google 



mdPriUci^s of the timet, 1$$ 

of Wealth. The PafSon for Money, be- » = c t. 
ing founded, not in Scnfe, but Imaginationi „ , ■ „ , . 
admits of no Sadety, like thoie which are 
called the natural Pallions. Thus the 
Habit of faying Money, beyond every 
<^er Halnt. gathers Strength by continued 
Gratiiication. The Attention of the whole 
Man is inunediately tiuned upon itj and 
every other Purfuit held light when com- 
fnred with dielncreaie of Wealth. Hence. , 
the natural Chsu-ader c^ the Trader, when 
his final Profpe^ is the Acquifition of 
Wealdi} is that 9f htdi^hy and Aodrice, 

What is tnie, in this Refpcft, oitroiU 
ing Men, is true oS traSng Nations. If their 
Commra-ce be that of Oecosomy in the 
Extreme, if the laft Objed of their Purfuit ~ 
be W^th for it's own Sake, if the Leaders 
<^ fuch a People be cemmerdafy the Cha- 
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8 £ c T. Tadcr of tiiat People, and it's Lejuler s, wffl 
~r~ be found in Jh^ry and Avarice. 

But if a trading Nation hath a lai*ge 
'Territory^ fufficient to create a Landed In- 
fer^. Commerce will produce very diffe- 
rent Effefts. 

For as it mulnplies- Inhabitants, and 
brings in Wealth, it naturally increafes the 
Value of landed Eftates. Barren Grounds 
are cultivated, and cultivated Spots are 
made more fertile. Hence a. vail Accel^il 
of Income to the Nobility and Gentry. 

These Ranks of Men being not bred 
up to Habits of Induftry j on the con- 
trary, their increafed Rents coming in 
unfought for, and rfieir Time being often 
a Load upon them, thro' want of Capacity 
wid Employment, the Habit of Indulgence 
comes on, and grows of Courfe. Addi- 
tional 
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tfonal Wealth gives the Power to gratify sect.. 

every Defire that rifes, Leifure improves '■ — .. 

thefe Defires into Habits ; thus Money is 
at length confidereti as no more than the 
Mearis of Gratification; and hence the 
gfflioine Charader of a rich Nobility or ' 

Gentry, is that of Expcnce and Luxury. 

. But the.fifft Eflays of Luxury, like 
thofe of every other Art, are coarie and 
rude.: The natural CharaiSer of Luxury,; 
-therefore, is to refine by Degrees : Efpe- 
cwlly, when affifted by Commerce, it ad- 
vances apace into Refinement. For Com- 
merce fearches every Shore and Climate, 
for it's Supplies i and Art is ftudious, be^ 
caufe rewarded, in arranging, and applying 
dicfe Mateirials to the mofl exquifite and 
(JeWcate Ufe. Thus every coarfer Mode 
of.Pleafure.is.by Degrees deipifedi new 
Habits of higher Indulgence come on : 
, L 3 &°^ 
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s B c T. gfofs Luxury is banifbed, and EficGtunacy t 
'■ — takes it's Place. 

But Luxury, in this h^ Period, being' 
cxhaufted in it's Courfe ; uid tumed> for 
want of new Objeds oS Indulgence, into 
Debility and Languor, would expire or 
fleep, were it not awakened by another 
Pallion, which again calls.it into Allien. 
Nodiing is ib natural to ei&miDate 
Minds, as Vamiy, This rouzes die lux* 
nrious and dcbi£tated Soul ; and the Arts 
of pleafurable Enjoyment are now pufhed 
to their higbeA Degree, by the Spirit (^ 
delicate Emulation. 

Thus the whole Atteotbn of the A£nd 
is centred on Btillamy and Indulgence: 
Money, tho' defpifed as an End, is greedOy 
fought as a ideam : And Selft under a dif- 
ferent' 
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ferent Appoartnce fyjtn the tnuling Sf»rit, s b c t. 
takes equal Pofleffion of the Soul. — ^-m^ 



Thus as the Cbanufter qf a State altoge- 
ther commerdal in the higheft Degree, 
is that of Indufby and Avarice ; fb, in a 
Nation of extended Territory, where Com- 
merce is in it's higheft Period, while k's 
trading Members retain their Habits of 
Induftry and Avarice, the natural Charac- 
ter of it's landed Ranks, it's Nobility and 
Gentry; is that of" a vain, luxurious, and 
" felfifh Effeminacy." 

We fpcak here of the fimple and proper . 
E^e<^ of Trade and-Wealth, uncontroulcd 
l^ oppoHte IV^ners or Principles; whkh, 
itis tx> be ob&rved, nevw exiftcd probably, 
ai leaft In the mixed State, in their fail Ex- . 
te^ : Individuals there are, and will be,, 
in almofl: every St^te and Period, who are 
L 4 influ- 
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» 1 c T. influenced by diffimilar Manners or Prin- 
,., ' ciples: There are Traders who are gene- 
rous: Nobles ajid Gentry whofe ultimate 
Paffion is for Gold : Bat ftich Exceptions 
aSe^ not the general Principle : And tho' 
thefc incidental Mixtures Weaken the dife- 
rcnt Colours of different Ranks or States, 
yet ftill the different Cdours remain in 
their Nature difUniS and invariaMe. 

'TIS probable, the Reader mil have dif- 
* covered, that this Reafoning is ffa-engthenod 
by, or rather built upon, the Examples of 
two neighbour Nation ; one wholly com- 
' mercial, that of Holland: ' The other a 
mixed State, compounded of s commer- 
cial arid landed Interefl ; I mean ottr oivn. 
And to fay the Truth j no two Nations 
perhaps lever exifted, which approached 
fo near to the full and proper Effcds of 
the Caufes here alled^ed, 

It 
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It win appear immediately why the ^^^ f- ' 

Gerlius of the Republic of HsZ/^ot^^ is here *-^ 

analyfed into its firft Principles ; which 
are limply, thofe of Indiiftry and the Love , 
of Gain. 

In the mean Time, we may juftly 
conclude from this Argument, that the 
exorbitant Trade and Wcaldi of England 
fufliciently account for it's.prefent E^mt- 
nacy, . 

Sect. III. 

OftheEfe^s of exorbitant 'trade and Wealth,- 
on the religious Principle. 

Such therefore are the ruling Manners ' 
which may naturally be expcded in a Na- 
tion thus -circumftanoed, unlefs they be 
^unter- 
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1 1 c T. counterai3:ed by oppc^te Prindples : Tis 
'"• now Time to confider the natural Effe^s 
ef exorbitsit Trade and Wealth, on all 
thoTe isXuXity Principles by which thde 
cfieaunate Manners can dac^ c&dhially 
be controuled. 

I,BT OS ftin cany, t^ two chaiafteriitic 
States^ of Holland and England, si our 

Eye. 

Whether, tficn, we view the ccnn- ^ 
mcrcial State,. where the Love of Money,, 
rules.; or the mixed State, where vain 
EiFeminacy predominates; we fhanfind 
both thefe national Chara&ers have but a 
bad Afpeft and Influence on every Rind 
of Principle. Let us firil coniider that of 
Reli^^n, 

AvAWCI 
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Avarice leems not, in it's ownNature, sect. 
iJi. 
[Mvne to deftrc^ j^eulative religious Be* 

lief; bat efi«£tudfy to extingwlh aSiv* 

religious Principle. 

It ttoAs not to deftroy ipecuktive Be^ 
lief, becaufc this Effcft muft be a Work 
c^AppBeadon> Time, and Laboyr : NoW 
(he Labour of Avaiice is natticaOy bent on 
it's msun Objed, Mmiy i therefore, to- 
wafte this Labour on the Pr(^gation c^ 
Ac unprofitable aod fraitle& DoSrines erf* 
rrrcKgion, mtift ever be" contrary to it's 
ruling Charaflefi 

But Avarice naturalfyteadsto the De- 
finition of active reUgious Principles j bfr- 
cauie th^ is chiofly a Matter of beiitttal 
hnpr^^i and therefore, in o-der to ac- 
GompElK k's Deftnidka)> notbing m(»-e is 
neceHary 



»l by 000*^10 



164 -^ B^imate of the Manaers 

s E c T. neceflary than to forget. Now this rc- 

_f]l_:„ quires no pofitivc A<ft or Labour of. Ac; 

Mind, but is. the natural Reiult from axi 

attentive Puifuit of die favourite Ofc^eft, - 

Money. 

. Hence, in a mere commercial State, 
aduated by the Love of Gain, Religion is 
not railed at or difputed againft, but cHily 
negUBedvad forgot. And thus, the ^cnnW 
trader t who never qoeftioned the Articles 
of lus national Faidi at home, feruples not 
to forfwear Cbrj^iamty^ and tread upon 
die Crofs in fapan^ and returns the fam& 
good Chifiian as he went. 

But in the mixed State, wherenational 
Effeminacy forms the^/VaMrj', and Avarice^- 
<)inly "Caiafecmdary Charafter, the Effc^s di 
ex<»'bitant Trade and Wealdi on reltgioufi 
Principle, will be widely different. 

, LoKD 



»i by Google 



4Pid Principles of the limeSi 1 6 j 

Lord VERULAM hath ibmewlMres e c t. 
oblerved, that " Times of Atheifin ate civil "^ 
** Times." He had been mOch nearer the 
Tnidi, had he affirmed, that " Civil 
" Times are Times of Atheifm." He 
miilook the Caufe for the "ESoSt. 

This Efied of national Luxury andRe- 
finementj in producing national Irreligion, 
is not difficult to account for. In Ibme 
Periods of a State, Opinions controulManr 
ners ; but in moft Periods, Manners con- 
troul Opinions. Where the ruling Man- 
ners coincide with the common Good, as 
in the middle Periods of a State, there we 
commonly iind'that a rational and bene- 
ficent Syftem of Religion prevails : This 
comes to pafs, becaule the Principles of < 
the received Religion contradict not the 
ruling Manners. 

BWT 
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BoT in the State und Period of Luxury 

-oc Refinement, aftive rdig^s Princiide 

is loft rfiro" the attentive Puriuitof Pi!?»/&rf j 

as in the commercial State, it is loft diro* 

Uic attentive Purfuit of Gain. 



Axtjy J^eciUatiiue Belief, in this Peripel, 
muft natural^ be loft along with/r^;Va/^ 
becaufe lieifitre and Literature having 
opened ihe Field of DiJ^utatioriy Vice as 
well as Virtue will of courfe arm herftlf 
with every Weapon of Prcfervatiofl and 
Offence. Luxury therefore mil generally 
lift under the Banner of Irreltgioni becaufe 
Religion condemns her Manners; Irreti- 
pon fuffers, or approves them. 

To confirm the Tru thof thisReaibning, 
we need only obferve, that in the Period of 
refined Luxury, /fw but they who are in- 
volved 
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Tolrcd in Acf7cff, are invalved in dieSEcr. 
Brdipm of ^ Times. 

One ' Exception, hoincTer, nuift be 
made, with Regard to &e Writers againft 
Rdigion. For Uiefi, diough Atey frmutt, 
yet are not often imxihed in the conunoa 
Degeneracy. TUs Fa^ hath been re- 
garded as unaccountaUe : that Joier Men 
c£ Morals 8{>parently wibUmHAk^ ihould 
madly unhinge die great Prindple of Rdi- 
Ijion and Society, without anyvifiUe Mo- 
tive or Advantage. Butl^lookingalittlefar- 
dier into human Nature, we Audi ealily 
rdblvediis&emingParadox.Thdi! Writers 
are generally Men of Speculation and Indu^ 
try J and therefore though they give diem- 
fidves up to the Difhtes of their rulingPafii- 
on, yet that ruling Paflion commonly leads 
to die Tra£t of ii^Miiovi Manners. That 
Defire of DiJfinStian and SuperimHtyt (b na- 
tural 
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SECT, tural to Man, breaka out in a thouiand v«- 
-rious and fant^c Shapes, Euid la each of 
thefe, according as it is direftcd, becomes 
a Virtueor a Vice. In Times of Luxury and 
Diflipation therefore, when every Tenet of 
Irreligion is greedily embraced, what Road 
toprefejJtjIpplaufec^R^c foopenandfccure, 
asthafof di%racingreUgiousBelief? E^- 
cially ifthe Writer help forward the Vices 
of theTimeSibyr^Aww^Afcrj/f, asweH as 
defiroying Principk. Such aWriter can have 
litdeelfe todo,but to new model thePara- 
doxcsof ancient Scf^z/c^, inorderto/^are 
it in the World,and be regarded by the Smat- 
tcrersin Literature and Adepts in F<Jly, asa, 
Prodigy of Parts and Learning. Thus his 
Vanity becomes deeply criminal, and is ex- 
ecrated by the Wife and Good, bccaufe it is 
gratifiedattheExpence ofhisCountry*s Wel- 
fare. But the Omfolation which degenerate 
Manaers rcccjve from his fatal Tenets, is 
repaid 
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sepaid by taL^g/x Praife : An^Vice impad-^ s e c t- 

endy drinks in and applauds his hoarfe and 

boding Voice, while like a Ravens he fits 
croaking univerfal Death, D^>air, and 
Annihilation to the human Kind. 

. Thus, whereManners and RcU^on are 
Cf)pded, nothing is fo natural, as that the 
mi ibould bear down the other. If R'eli- 
gi<m deifa-f^ not the ruling Manners, tbefe 
will gather Strength, and deiboy Reli- 
gion. 

Especially, in a Country where Free- 
dom is eilablilbed, and Manners loft 
dirougb the Exorbitance of Wealth, the 
Dura^Mi of irii|^us Principles can be but 
fliort. Deipotifm arms itfelf with Terror; 
and by checking th^ open and avowed 
Pnfeffioru checks in a certain Degree the 
Pro^efi of Impiety* Whereas it muft be 

M ftCknoW- ^ 
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SECT, acknowledged and Un;iented,a&onoof the- 
., „"^ unalterable Def«9s of a free Government, 
that Opium muft have its Courfe. The 
Difeafe is bad; biit the Cure would be fa- 
tal. Thus Freedom is compelled to admit 
an Enemy, ,who under the Pretence and 
Form of ah j^ilyi often proves her De-F 
Jiroyer. 

Sect. IV. 

Ofthc'EffeBs of exorbitant '^raie and Wealth 
on the Principle of Honour. 

In the mixed State, where Luxury and 
Efieminacy form the ruling Charadtef of 
a People, the Excefs of Trade and Wealth 
naturally tends to weaken or deftroy the- 
Principlc of Honour i by ftkiog the Deiife of 
Applauife, and the Fear of Shame, on im- 
proper and ridiculous Objects. Inftead of 
the Good of others, or the Happinefs of 
the 
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the Public, the Otjeft of Purfuit naturally sect. 
finks into ibme unmanly and trifling Cir- ' -'^'-- ^^^ 
cumftance : The Vanity of Drefs, Enter- 
tainments, Equipage, Furniture, of courfe 
takes Pofleffion' 6f die Heart. 

BuTiiidiepurecorhmerciatState, Where 
the Love of Gain predorhinates among the 
higher Ranks, the Defire of Applaufe and 
Fear of Shame are not perverted, but eX' 
tinguijiad. TheLuftofGold fwallows up 
every other PaiBon : and a Nation of this" 
Chara(fter can without Emotion ftand the 
Laughter' and Contempt of Europe, and 
fay with the Mifer, 

Populusme fibUati at mihi. plaudo 

IpfeDoBV, rinjulac NUsuDOs contemplor in Area. 

In whatever Shape, therefore, the Pafli-' 

on for Applaufe appear, whether it affume 

M 2 the 
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SECT, the fantaftic Form of Vanity, the more fo^ 
'^- lenrn one of Pride, or the. fteady and 
elevated De&re of rational Eileem ; we 
(hall find this Excels of national Avarice" 
tends to its Extinflion, A great Writ« 
indeed hath told us, that " Vanity creates 
" Induftry * i" which is true : Notwith- 
ftanding this, we have feen above, that 
Induftry in the Excefs naturally begets 
Avarice; and Avarice in the Exceis works , 
a total Change in the Soul, and expek that 
Vanity which gave it birth. 

The fame great Writer hath t»ld us, 
" that Pride deihoys Induftryfj" theRe- 
verfe of which holds equally true: ** that 
" Induftry deftroys Pride:" We fpeakiicre 
of Pride in the blameable Senfe, as when 
it rifeth into blind and overbearing h^knce. 

• L'Efprit des Loix,L xfat. 1. 9, t Hwd. 

Induftry 
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laduftry in the moderate Degree tends to ' « c r. 
dcftroy riiis contemptuous Spirit, by intro-____l_ 
dtltcing Knowledge and Equality : and in 
this Relpe£t, as in moil others, is attended 
with excellent EfFefts. 

But the Spirit of Trade in its Excefs, 
' by introducing Avarice, dcflroys the De- 
foe of rational Efteem. In Confirmation 
of this, we need only caft our Eyes on the 
Hollanders and CHiNESE,among whom 
the trading Spirit is abnoft in its unmixed 
Perfeflion : The one is the moft mercenary^ 
the other the moft thieving of all Nations. 

Sect. V. 

Of their EffeSls on public Spirit. 

This Part of our'Subjcd needs little In- 

vcftigadon. For both in the commercial 

M 3 and 
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SECT, and piixed State, It appears, that exorbi- 
- ' , tant Trade and Wealth tend naturally to 
turn all the Attention of Individuals on 
feljtjb Gratification. 

Therefore they muftof courfc gene- 
rally tend to deftroy the Principle of pub- 
lic Spirit : becaufe this implies, that our 
Attention and Regard is turned on others. 

In the commercial State, Avarice rcpre- 
fents Wealth, in the mixed State Effemi- 
nacy reprefents Pleafurey as the chief GwJ. 
fioth thefc Delufions tend to the Extinfli- 
on of public Spirit. 

These Delufions create a new Train of 
Wants, Fears, Hopes, and Wiflies : All 
Aefc terminating in felfifh Reg£u-d, natu- 
rally deftroy every EiFort of generous and 
public Principle. 

Sect. 
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Sect. VI. 
Farther Remarks on this StthjeS. 

iNConfequenceof thefeRemarks, fomc sect. 
farther Diftindions will arife. L« 



Thus, the religious Principle v/'^jiem 
to exift in the commercial State, wfiere 
Avarice forms the nationalCharaiter ; while 
in the mixedState whcreLuxury andEfle- 
minacypredominate, it is evidently deftroy- 
ed. The Reafon is, that in the firft, air 
though aiSive Principle is loft, fpcculative 
Belief is not controverted : Whereas, in 
the latter, not only active Principle is loft, 
but Religion itfelf (if fuch a State be free) 
is.publtckly infiilted And derided. Thus in 
Ihtiand, Religion^/ffwu yet to exift j while 
in England it is evidently deftroyed. 

M 4 On 
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On the contrary, the Principle oif Ho-* 
_ nour Mnll feem to exift in the mixed State, , 
where luxurious Effcmina^ fonns the pri- 
mary Charader of the Nation ; while in 
the commercial State, where Avarice pre^ 
dominates, the Principle is evidently no 
more. The Reafon Is, that in the for- 
mer, the Love of Applaufe and Fear of 
Shame are not wholly deAroyed, but per- 
verted,and tumedupon unworthy Ol^cas; 
while in the latter, the Paffion itfelf is to- 
tally extjnguilhcd. Thus the fant Appear- 
ance of Honour yet remains in Englmdt 
while in Ikllmd it is manifeflfy deftroyed. 



BoT as modem Dutch Religion, and 

modern jE«^/^ Honour, feem no mcrc 

than the Ghofts of departed Principles, £> 

they have predfely thofc E&^, whidb 

may 
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may reaibnably be expeded frcan fuch s e t t. 
ihadkfwy Non-Entities. _ / '; 



Again : The Colours or Charader$ ef 
Induiby and Avarice will naturally be- 
Jirong ip the commercial State : becauf^ 
heing almoll whc^y unmbced with Man- 
ners of a diiBmilar Nature, the nding Ge- 
nius of the State is left uncontrouled, id 
its- proper Operations and Effeds. 

■ SuT in &e mixed State, where lodu- 
iby -and Love of Gain &rm the Charader 
of the feamdary Ranks ; Diffipttion and 
EiFeminacy, of the Bgher ; there the two 
&parate Charafters, by the Force of inci- 
dental Coalition and Example, will always 
influence each other in a certain Degree. - 
Some ambitious Trailers will aipire to lux- 
urious. Effeminacy : Some, of the higher - 
Ordras, will delccnd to Indufhy and Mer- 
. , chandife. 
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OCT. chondiic. Thus each Rank muft be tinc- 

.; tured with aColour different from its o*n i 

and hence, the general Colour or Cha- 
ta&er of each o£ theie Ranks, will," in 
finne mcafure be controuled and weak' 
. tned. 

. ' This Circumiluice is favourable to the 
mixed State> beyond that which is purely 
commercial } as it checks io a certain De- 
gree the Virulence of the Excefs j and pro- 
daccth a national Charafier in ibnie Mea- 
fore approaching that of more modei^ie' 
Trade and Wealtti. 

' Heiigb tooitfi^lowSjthataStalepintty 
oommcrica}, when once af tired at the Pe- 
riod of exorbitant Wedtl^ VfSi natnn^ 
dcgsncrate^^^ riian 4hat: wbiiii is co«f- 
pnimdadjif CcnnzKnxand Loztlr^, Foe 
'(dnCevcr Can&s chock the niliiig .lim- 
ners 



»lbyGOOglC 



4fini Priaciftkt pf thf Tittta, lyq 

BCTfi in their Degree^ \?iU diieck them In s e c t. 
Haas: Confequencps. ^^' 

But beyond this, there is another Kea- 
fon> why the State purely commercial will 
degenerate failer than {he mixed State. In 
the commercial State> the ruling Manners 
goHand in Hand with.the Exorbit«ace of 
Wealth } becauie the Love of Gain, wluch 
fbilns the leading CharaAerj, being likc- 
ivife the leading Motive, muft be even 
jffiOT to this Exorbitartce in the Order of 
<m Idfi9$ ; and therefore, in its £fi^^ 
i&uft be at leaft contemporary. 

- But in die mixed State, there vnH al- 
ways he a Ihort Period between the nad- 
oQftl Exorbitance of Wealth, and the nad«- 
f^Increafe of luxurious Effisminacy.: hpr 
cAuTe . Manners, once got into a cn-bun 
TiKk, are. not at once thrown out of it. 
Thare 
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SECT. There muft be a ftiort Period, befbre the 
l^riing Parts of the Nation can fal dieir 
Increafe of Wealth j and after this, ano- 
dier Period, before new and more refined 
Modes of Pleafnre can be mvented. 

Hence a neighbouring Republic fifems 
to have well nigh filled up the Mcafure of 
its Iniquities ; while ottrsl as yet, are only 
rifing towards the Brim. 

Lastly j though the ruling Manners 

of fuch a nuxed State are luxurious and 

, c&minate, yet its puUic Meafures will b6^ 

commerdai. Firft, becaufe Conunecce is 

^ die Hand-Maldof ^i3&i&, and therc&ire 

' of Pkafare. Secondly, becaufe the Idda 

of national Strength as well Hi^inefs b&- ' 

iBg degenerated into that of Wealth and ' 

external Good, Conxmoxe will above afi - 

Things be naturally encoun^;ed, becauiicit 

is ^ Means of procuring them. 
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Sect. VII. 

A Review of the Argument, 

Thos our pre&nt exorbitant Degree of * ^ *^ ''- 

Trade and Wealth, in a mixed S^te like 

that of £x^i^»h^ naturalty tends to produce 
luxttrious and effeminate Manners in the 
higher Ranlcs, together with a general De- 
fed of Principle. And as the internal 
Strength of a Nadon will alwajrs dejjend 
diiefly on the Manners and Principles of 
it's leading Members, fo thefe effeminate 
Manners and this Defeft of Prinqple ope- 
rate powerfully, and ^tally, on the na- 
tional Conduct and A^irs. They have pro- 
duced a general Incapacity, have weaken- 
ed the national Spirit of Defence, have 
faei^tened the national Difuhion : And 
diis national Difunion, beiides it's prcqwr 
and immediate Effe^, being founds in 
Avarice ■ 



»u,y Google 



ii& - ^ BJlimatt of the Mamtners ' 

s B c T. Avarice far the Ends of Diffipation, hath 
_ "^'f' , again weakendi ' the fmati Kemainder of 
publick GapacitjT and Defence } and thus 
feems to have fitted us for a Prey to the 
fofultsand Invafioiis of our moff powerfid 
EHcmy. 

Sect. VIII. 
An O^^m coi^^edt •■ 

. t^ifo' this fifliiraatc may appear ^i^ to 
dioie who take an enlarged View ofThings 
in dieir Principles and ConfequcnceSi yet 
I am not ignorant of certain Maxims, ge- 
nerally approved, and hardly even difpiited, 
among modem Politicians, which if true, 
would weaken or overturn thefc accumu- 
lated Proofs. ; 

The capital Maxim, which feems to in- 
clude the reft, is this j " That vaft Trade 
" and 
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'^ and Wealth, above aD dunes moke « « * c t^ 

° VIIL 

** Nati(»i powerful and iiirincibte, as they 

** increafe it's Nunri»cfs, enable it to pay 
" it's Fleets and Annies, provide conti-- 
•* nu^ Supplies for War; andtftus, indie 
*' End, tire out and defiat every Enemy/ 
*' whofe Wealdi and Commerce are in- 
« ferior." 

Thr Examina^on- ^ diis K^ixim w3F 
throw many ftrong cdlaterd Lights upon^ 
our main SubjeA. 

Firftitafitrms, "ThatTradeandWealth 
" make aNation ftrong.becauietheyraakc 
" it populous." This indeed is true of the 
firll and fecond Periods of Trade and 
Wealth: That it is true of the tidrd oe 
bigbejl Period, of which Engknd is now 
poflcffcd, may very reafonably be queftt- 
oned; In the firft'Period» Induftryischiefly 
employed 
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SECT, employed, in cuUiva^g die.Lands, ia eo^ 
,_^^"; ..crcafing. manu&auring, and exchaagiog 
the Produce of the MotherCouQtiy. Thefe 
Branches of Trade call for yaft addkionai 
Nnmbo^ of Haadjs; ami famce anlnc^caie 
of Numbers naturally arUeth. - 

The &XDR E%£t takes Place, in die 
i«x»id Period of Trade ; &> iar as home 
frodu^ons are cfcda/igeJ &x (ata^ 
ones. This St&ge of Commerce brings 
y on a frefh Demand (^ Artificers .of 
new and various Kinds, produces and In- 
creafe of Labour, and Uierefbre of hia.- 
faitants. . > 

But in the third or higbeft Period of' 
Trade; of which Englarui is now pol&fled,- 
tbere are very extenfive Brandies of Com- 
merce, which bring no new Acceilion of 
Numbcits to"theC<»nmoDwealth. 1 mean, 
aU 
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lUl thofe Brancdies of Commerce, wheresECT. 
Mmey is fent and exchanged for forei^ ^"^ 
Goods. This Species of Trade occafions 
littlt^ Incre^ of LaiouTt and therefore \e& 
of Numbers i except only of thofc few who 
navigate th6 Vellels thus employed, to 
their reipeflive Ports. And as titus kind of 
Trade will always grow and predominate, 
in pFOpcntion as a Nation becomes more 
loxorious and e^minate, fb for this Rca- 
ibn the higheft Stage of Trade is not natu- 
rally ^tended with the higheHIncreafe of 
Labour, nor confeqaently of Numbers, as is 
commonly imagined. Befides this, in the 
refined Period, additional Art and Ex- 
perience in Labour prevent, in ibmeMea- 
fure, the Tncreale of Numbers. By the 
Invention of Machines, an equal Degree '' 
both of Tillage and Trade is carried on i^ 
fewer Hands, than in the fimplcr Periods ;-■ 
and therefore the Increafe of Numbers is 

N - by - 
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» E c T. by no means proportional to the: Incrcaftf' 
„ ' ^f Commerce and Wealth. 

But thcfe are fir from being the only 
Confidcrations worth our Notice on diii 
Subjcft. For when wc (peak oiTany Stage 
of Trade, we muft in Reafon take in every 
,Circumft*nce which nataraUy attends if. 
There are other Caufcs, therefore, why 
Numbers increafe not, but rather naturally 
dimimjh^ in, the high^ Period of Trado 
Mid Wealth. 

VoitL fifty the Vanity and EfFeminacy" 
^phich this exorbitant Pitch of Wealth 
brings on, Icflens the Deiire of Mar- 
riage. L 

SedOfuffy, the Intemperance and Difeaie 

which this Period of Trade naturally pro- 

duccth among the lower Ranks in great 

Cities, 
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, Cities, bring on in hmt Degree an Itn- sect, 
potence oi Propagation. 



VIII, 



T^r^r, This Debiti^is alwa]^ attetided 
)vith a ShortncTs of Life, hoxh in the Paa 
fenU and the O&pring ) and therefore ^ 
ftiU &rther Diminution of Numbers foU 
iows Cm the whole. 

. MATtER of Faa dotifirms theft Ilea* 
(bningS} and lies open to every Maa's 01>: 
ienrationi. Since the firft Increafe of Til-'' 
lageandHome-1nanufa£ture9, the Increalc. 
of Ifihabi^ts hath been great in England t 
Since th£ vaft Increaft of foreign Com-- 
derce, the lAcreafe of Numbers is hardly 
J)crceivable« Nay, thae is great Reafon 
to believe, ^at upon die whde,the Nation 
)6 Ici« p(^ulous than it was fifty Years 
ago, tho' it's Trade perhaps is doubled. 
$omc trading Towns indeed are better 
N % peoi^wif 
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SECT, peopled, but others are diinned by die 
- — >. — Flux of Commerce. The Metropolis 
ieems to augnient in its Dimenfions : But 
it appears, by the bell Calculations, tlrat 
it's Numbers are diminished ; And as to 
the Villages thro' England^ there is great 
Heafon to believe, they are in general 
at a Stand, and many of them diinner 
of Inhabitants than in the Beginning of 
this Century. 'Tis hard to oljtain Cer- 
tainty in this Particular, without a ge- 
neral Examination and Comparilbn. But 
it appears by the Regjilers of Ibme G«2^> 
try Parifhes, which I have looked into, 
that from the Year 1550 to 1710, the 
Number of Inhabitants increaled gfa- 
dually J the two Extremes being to each 
other, as 57 to 72; and that from 1710 
to the prefent Time, the Number has 
been at a Stand, if not rather dimi- 
nished. 

But 
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But fuppoie, what there is no Reafi>n sect. 

to believe, that our preftnt Excefs of !^ 

Tr^e and Overflow of Wealth have in 
ibme Degree increafed our NumhrSy yet 
it will probably appear, that they have 
a^ muchi, at leaft> impaired our Modify 
Sirengtb. For as Temperance is the ml-, 
ing Oiaraaer of the middle Stage of 
Commerce, lb is Intemperance of the 
higheft. Hence, Heaidi and Strength 
- prevail in the £rft; Difeafe and Debility m 
the latter. This is univerfally confinned 
by Faft : Villages abounding with Healthy 
commercial Cities with Difeafe. So diat 
an Army taken from the Villages, wrth 
equal Commanders, Arms, andDijlcipline, , 
woulddrivc the feme Number of debili- 
tated Gin-drinkers, like a Flock of Geeie 
before them. 

N3 The 
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B t c T. The Authqr of the Fahle of tie Bees 
^^"'■ made hU Boaft, that the Wifdom of the 
Leglilfltiire had, upon his Flan, adopted 
the Encouragement of this pernicious LIt 
quid : But the iame Wifdom hath ujx>n 
Trial tcca obliged to difcoura^e the Uie of 
^s malignmit Spirit ; as they found that 
it ruined the Health, and ihortened Ae 
IfiveSf of half the lower Kanksin JjmJon, 

And all good Men .hop6, that the Time 
will come> wh^n this infernal potion wlU 
be laid under fucK Difeouragements, as 
jnay amount to a general Prohibition. The 
Neccflity of fuch a Reformation grows 
grf ater evpry Day, not onjy in J^ondotit but 
throughout the Kingdom. ' For in fome 
Villages in England there is now a greater 
Qodfttity of Gin confurocd than'of Ale. ■ 
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But to quit thefe inferior Confidera- & 1 c t. 
dons, tho' they all unite in confirnung the..::..:.,,^ 
Theory here advanced; the Weight of the 
Reply lies indeed in another CircumAance.; 
For altho* we fhould admit (what is not 
true) thatourprefentExorbitanceof Trade 
and Wealth increafed our Numbers and 
bodily Force, yet as the real and eflen- 
tiat Strength of a Nation confiiis in the 
Manners and Principles of it's leading Part i 
and as our prefent Excels of Trade' and ' 
Wcaltli Iwth produced fuch fetal Effeas 
ctn thefe Manners and Principles j no In- 
creafe of Numbers in the inferior Ranks 
can poHlbly make amends for this internal 
4nd capital Defed. Such a Nation can, at 
beft, only se&mble a large Bodjf^ actuated 
(yet hardly a^uated) by an incapable, % 
Viun. a daftardly, and effeminate Soul, 
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SECT. But die Maxim we are engaged to ob- 
vin- viate. aUedges £irAer, diat " This exor- 
" bitant Increaie of Trade and Wealth ' 
" enables a Nation to pay it's Fleets 
" and Armies, and aiford a>ntinua] Sup- 
*' plies for War." Yet, even this Part of 
the Maxim, in it's modem Acceptation, 
is far beyond the Truth. 

For under 4c prefent Stage of Trade, 
the Increafe of Wealth is by no means 
equally or proportionally diffuftd : The 
Trader reaps the mwi Profit : aiter 
him, die Landlord, in a lower Degree : 
But the common Artificer, and itiU 
more . the common Labourer, gain Ikde- 
by die exorbitant Advance of Trade: 
It is true, their'Wages are increaied ; but, 
' fo are the Prices of Provlfions too : ^pd 
therefore they arc. no richer than before. - 
■ Now 
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Now Taxes and public Supplies are raifed sic*. 

upwi the Confumer : and as it appears ^— . 

irom hence, that only a few of the Con-, 
famers are made richer by the £3u»-bitan<x. 
of Trade, it follows, that not the Natioa 
in general,^ but a feled Number of Indi- 
viduals only, are made -more capable of 
oontributing to thofe Supplies,' whidi are 
levied without Diflindion on the^m&o^v 
Would diey who reap theplenteous Harreft 
of foreign Trade, generoully aUot their 
proportional and extraordinary Gains to thc- 
Serwcc of die Public, we (houldtben indeed: 
be jumiihed with a ww Argument in Fa- 
vour of Commerce in it's highell Pitch. - * 

Farther : As thelabouringRanksure 
litde or nothing enriched by the exorbitant 
Degree of Trade, &> it often happens that 
even die higher Ranks, and the Nation in 
general, are not more^ nay perhaps kfs en- 
abled 
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• 1 c T, abled to OuiUibute bi the public Supplier 
.tfaan when poS^tdt of Wealtb ^ a qpt« 



aooderate De^ee. For ve h»ve ^n, ia 
the Progrefk of this EAImatc, that the na- 
tural Ef&a of an Increafe of Wealth, 
is an Increafe (^ Luxury 1 Vanity, and ^x- 
pence J which, if itoittnin the Ino^cof 
Wealth, as in it's Nature it tends (b do, 
in^bad of Ridies will bring on pubhc Por- 
Tcrtjr. For the Ability or Wealth of* 
Fec^^ conlidercd in their Capacity for 
saifing Supplies, confiils not in the I^ai^ 
fie& of their Income, but in the Proportion 
o£ their Expences to their Income : It 
confiAs not in ** what' they beve" but 
" what they can Spare ?" Hence it ajK 
' pears, that a Nation may be at once very 
tfcby and very peer -, rich in Income, but 
poor diCQ* Extravagance. And as natimial 
Extravagance is the natural £&&o£aQ 
Overflow of Wealth, fo national Indigency 
is 
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is' it's nioft n^taral and final Goni^uence. s z ci^ 
HowiartMs is our preieot Situ^iun, can V'',^ 
lurdly be neccffiuy to a^rm. 

. To this Argument it may poAibly bo 
olycaed, that if great Wealth is bu» 
among ns, new hapoHs will naturallji 
Jitrce it into Circulation : That the mor^ 
the Artificers and Labourers are taxedm 
&e more their Wages will increafe, and 
Coniequendy their Ability to bear the in^ 
creating Taxes : And that as to the higha 
Ranks, exorbitant Wealth ena&Us theni 
itill better to endure additional Impofi:% 
becauie thcfe deprive Ae Great of nothing 
buttheSuperfluities ofVanjty andLuxut/. 

To this it is replied, diat la Cafe <^ 
Additional Taxes, tho' the Poorn^indeed 
increafe ^ir 'Wages iii o^r to fubfifl^ 
jtX tbis Incrcafc ncv^r taJtcs Place, till 
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s I c T. aticf are compdlcd by die \a&. Nteif^ 
^"'^ and Want : The natural Coofequencc of 
vrhidt muft be Munnurs, Sedition, and 
Tumults. Widi Regard to the higher 
Ranks, a parallel Reply nuy iiifiice : For 
in the refined Period, when Manners and 
Principles are loft, the Ltsxuries of Liib 
become Neceffkria among the Great} and 
. Aerefore will be as ol^nately adhered to, 
and qtutted with the iame Reludance, as 
Food and Qoathing by die Poor. The 
Confequence therefore muft be the fama; 
a general Diicontent and DiJafiedioii to 
the Gorerment, among the lusher Ranks 
ofLife. 

Is not all this confirmed by evident 
Fa£(s ; There is at prefent in this Nation 
a Mais of Wealth at leaft twelve l^imcs 
mote ihan the pnblick Debt : Yet we are 
reduced to die iad Necefli^ of plOngisg 
deeper 
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deeper eveiy D^. What b the KeaTon? s < <■ T* 
NoMiniftrydaTestoprDvokeuidexaiperate„_^ 
ahucnrious and felfidi Nation, by demand- 
' Ing fiich SumSf as every onehastheP»e«r 
had he but the If^U, to beftow. 

' BvT beyond all ^s, vrSi any Mut of 
Senfe aStn, that the Circuinftance ofpirih 
n^ an Army or aFleet, istheooethingdiat 
wai decide a War? Tis true, indeed. Pro- . 
vifions. Arms, Ammunition are neceflary; 
•nd thKi^on-H^eakif, becauie it procures 
^em. fiut will a General or Admiral 
dierefore gain the Vidfasry, only becaufe his 
Men are iurniflied with Provilions, Arms. 
and Ammumtion i If not, \^at can Trade 
or Wealth do, towards making a Nation 
vifiorious? Again, therefore, let me rc- 
niihd my Countrymen, that the capital 
<^eAion ftill remains, not ' * who Onallpay" 
^M»twhoihaIl^i/r. 

There 
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« E e'-K THBjtE is a trite Ob^vition on Foofj 
■ *"*■ infeed. drawir from the beft pottkai Wri' 
ten ill ttndtrilood, tliat " the Pnaciples ai 
*' War are wholly changed) and that not 
" the Nation who has the beft Trteft, but 
•* thelongeft Purjey will ia the End ob- 
•< tain the Viamy." This, in the mou 
dem Applicatirat df It, is a moft-^lan^ 
gerous Mftxim> It iiaturalfy tends tb 
cjctinguifli tnflitarj Skill» aa well as Hoo' 
Mr: and wiH inevitably fink the FeO^ile 
liiat maintains it, into a Naticm of ddcofe* 
(tfi oBd MbneygettingCowardb 

It muft be confefled that DoAor Da> 
mulAKT, the moft able Writer on thefc 
Sttbjefis, hath affirmed, " Thatnow, the 
" whole Art of War is in a Manner re- 
*• duced to Money J and now-a-days, that 
"Prince who can baft find Money tu 
•' feed 
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*'feedi ck»th, and pay his Army, notXCT. 
« he~ that hath the moft valiant Troopa. ^"'■•. 
^' it furdt of Succefs and Conqueft*." 
lUs DedaratioD, whidi il now ftoled 
And retaSed fiv newi t^ crery modern Dah- 
kr kiPolttkS} has bad the uftial Fortune (^ 
thefe kind of Hielb} tb be mifunderAood: 
as ony v^^eai from the general Tenor c^ 
the Doa»r's Wndngs. To ihew this> tw* 
Inifaujces, out of many may fuffice. Even 
when ipeaking on the Benefits of fprcigd 
Tcade> he waMs us, a^ If he had fort&ca 
dl that has be^en, or is tikely tobe&U ufc 
For he iays, " If a trading and rich Peo{dtt 
** ase grown ibft «od Itocurious, dieir 
" Wealth vrSi. inviteovcctothem Invaden 
" from Abroad, and their ^atkl%effmima^ 
'• wiH make the Conqufeft cafy -f." And 

*Wa)rs aad Mmw» p. 37. f D»<<mTnie^ 
V. ii. p> 13> 

again. 
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SECT, again, in Terms yet ilronger : " In Too* 

^ ** ceeding Times our Manners mayoome 

" to be depraved} andwhen this bappens^ 
" all Sorts of MiTeries will invade us : 
" The whole Wealth of the Kingdom 
V will not be fuffideat for it's Defenoe*."- 

Thus, what he and odier ftn&Ie 
Writers have affirmed undei' proper Re- 
ftridionSf and upon Suppofitioo dut a 
Nation muotained it's Manners and Prin- 
djries, is now advanced ablbjutely, and 
without Reilri^ion, as if Manners and 
Principles, military utd naval Skill and 
Courage, had no Part, or at leaft no eflen- 
tbl Part, in the Succels of War. 

Thes? Oiallow Politicians, therefofej 
ought well be put in Mind of the Maxim 
«f a warlike Prince, when his Minifters 

• Ibid p. 317. 

dUIiiaded 
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<tifluaded him from attacking a weahlty sect. 

Enemy, becaule he wanted Money to pay: .,'.^ 

\m TiDops : " My Enemies, faid he, are 
*' rich, hixurious, and effeminate ; my 
** Troops are valiant and hardy j my Offi- 
" ccfs brave and honourable j they fhall 
*^' ^isoA HTf Standard in my Enemy's 
?* Country, and Aen my Enem^Jball fay 
" them" 

We have lately leen diis nalitary Con-* 
dud followed by a brave King, in the Elec- 
torate of Saxony : We ourfelvcs have for- 
pufly purfaed it on the Plains of Agin- 
court and Creffl: The French are now pur- 
fuing it on thePlains of -^wtrcVii; And IF - 
we hold to, our daftardly Maxim, they 
will purfue it on die Plains of Salijbury. 

Thus the boafted modern Maxim which 
we propofed tq obviate, feems void of - 
O Truth 
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■•*'=''*■ Truth in every Branch of it: ABitappeafS 

~ from this View, diat without the internal 

Strength which Manners and Principles 
produce, the moil exorbitant Trade and 
Wealth can never be the Foundation of^ 
fiiccefsful War ; or give ' us any rational 
Profpeft, cither of nshry or Self-De- 
fence. 

Sect. IX. 
Another OhjeSim ctm^dered. 

Such then are the natural Effedsofex- 
©rbltant Trade and Wealth, unlefs coim- 
ttrafled by oppofite Manners or Principles. 
The Hiftory of our own Nation would 
confirm thefe Truths in a moft ftriking 
and particalar Manner, were it within the 
propofcd Limits of this Eftimate, to enter 
fo large a Field of Enquiry. We flbould 
there fee, that Manners and Principles 
have 
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havealways prevailed, and baffled the moft ' ^^ T-. 
ianguine Attempts of Wealth, when fet-r — — 
in Competition with them. This Syftcm 
would be found'fupportcd by a vaft Va- ■ 
riety of Events, from the Reign of Elizo' 
^i& to the prefent Times. But this might, 
perhaps be regarded as a Refearch rather, 
curious than ncccflaryi fince a lingle Ro- 
flctSion on the prefent State of the King- 
dom may feem to ftand in the Place of a 
^oufand Proofs. 

At prefent, therefore, we fliafi not 
touch on this Enquiry ; but rather proceed 
to remove another Objection, which may 
fcem toDverturo the Theory here propofed. 

Foft it is urged, that France is an Ex- 
ception to the Truth of thefe Remarks :, 
inafmuch as, in the midft of a large and 
extenfive Commerce, which brings vi a. 
, . O 2 ' valt 
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i E c T. vaft Acceffipn of Wealth, (he flills retains 
- — '. — her Principles and Power. 

, The FaS obiefted is true : but Ae 
Confequence follows not ; becaufc the 
Trade of Fratice is limited and controulcd 
by fuch Accidents, as prevent it's mofl: 
dangerous and ruinous Effedts on Govern- 
ment 

The Foveriy of its Nohlejfe or leading- 
Ranks, who are olten poiTeiTed of ibund- 
ing Tides without any Realities annexed, 
as it prevents them from reaping that In- 
crcafe of Wealth which naturally' arifeth to 
a rich Landed Gentry from an Increase of 
Commerce, io it naturally drives them to 
the Profeffion oi Armi^ as the neceflary 
Means of Support : This ftrengthens and 
Supports their Monarchy j which, finding 
it's Advantage from this Difpofition to 
Arms, 
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Arms, naturally gratifies this military Spi- 
rit in it's Nobleffe, and gives it Exercife and sect. 
Encouragement by frequent Wars. ' 



Hence the national Spirit of the French 
Nobkjfe hath long been military, in the 
bigheft Degree. 

With Regard to Commerce, it'sGrowth 
in France hath been but late : Meeting 
therefore with, this cftabliihed Spirit of 
Arms in the leading Ranks, it hath not as 
yet been able to controul it. Commerce 
indeed is encouraged j but fo encouraged, 
as not to deftroy the leading Principle of 
their Monarchy. . To this End, the Ranks 
of the Kingdom are kepteflentially diftin- 
guilhed J and while the People are allured 
to Trade bj[ every Kind of Motive, (he 
^oblejfe or Gentry are, in Honour, prohi- 
bited from Commerce. It \ras indeed 
O 3 formerly 
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s I c T. formerly propofcd in France^ that thd 
Nnhlpjp fliould be drawn down to Trade ; 
But, whether thro' deep and confummate 
Policy, qr thro' the Principle of Hojiour 
itfelf, working blindly for it's own Prefer- 
varion, the dangerous Propofal was -weakk 
or nsijely rejeftcd. Whenever this Over- 
ture meets with Acceptence and Succefs, 
tho* it qjayfcepi for a while to give Vigour 
to their State, yet from that Period wc 
may date the Downfall of France. Their 
effeminate Manners, now controuled by 
Oeconon^ and the Love of Glory^ will, like 
ours, degenerate ' into Profii/ion and tibe 
^ve of QM4- 

On rficcontrary; Trade, tho' encouraged. 
Is by thcTuling Principle of this great Mo^ 
harchy, kept within it's proper Limits ; 
and wl^le the Merchant traverfeth Seas in 
Purfuit of Gmnt the Gentleman does the 
iaoiQ 
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feme in Purfuit of Gloty. Thus the two b 1 c t. 
incompatible Provinces are kept dilHnft J "' , _, 
and hence, whife the French vie with us 
in TradCi they tower above us mPrinaple. 

Nay their very trading Settlemcnti 
among foreign Nations are actuated by 
this ruling Principle in fiich a Manner, a^ 
to give a Splendor to their Monarchy and 
Commerce in the moil barbarous Clt* 
mates *. Thus, while 'we arc poorly in- 
fluenced by a foriy and mercantile Maxlm^ 

* Numerous "Pvooh ought ba glwn of tins 1 At 
pre(ent it may fuffiip to okc one from a vei; &W 
Book latd^ publiJhed. " I^ it ufual among the 
*' French of Alexandria to Qww an extreme Relped - 
*' for dieir Conful. In ordef to make him more 
*' confidcrable in the ^y^es of the Turii,, and of the 
■' other NkkKu; they endeavour to give an hig^ 
*' Idea of bis Peribn, and to illuftrate his Birth in 
fuch a Manner, that it is not their Fault, if he U 
** QOt confidered as ifliicd from the Blood Royal. If - 
O4 firft 
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SECT. firftbroachedbyatradingMiniftcr,"diatthc 

1— — " ^tereji of a Nation is k'struffi Honour >" 

the French conduftthemlelveson an oppo- 

fite and higher Principle* ** that the /&- 

" nour of a Nation is its trueft Intereft.'* 

In Confirmation ef what is here ad- 
vancedj we need only caft ourEyeson the 
Fortune and Fate of France, during the 
prefent Century. In the laft War, (be was 
exhaufted, tho' vidorious : in the former, 
ihe was both beaten and exhaufted': In 
both thefe Inftances, it was weakly thoaght 
by every fuper^cid Politician in England, 
that becaufe we had exhaufted the Men 

*' by Chance he take a Tour to RafettOy he carries %/ 
•* white Flag af. the Mafl of his Pinnace j and -when 
** he goes out of die Port, as likewife. when he re- 
*' turns into it, he is faluted by a general Difcbarge 
*' of the Cannon of thc/rffKi Veflels." NoRDZN''a 
TnveU in Egypt aiid NuHa, Vol. t. p. 29. 

and 
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s i C T. 

and Money» we had deftroycd the Power ■*• 
of France. Experience bath told 11s the 
Revcrfe : TheSpirlt of Honour and Union 
working at the Root, loon reftored thole 
Branches that War had fwept away, and 
have at length Ihot them into their former 
Vigour and Luxuriancy. , 

Hemce dien, we may learn an impor- 
tant Truth : " That no incidental Events 
" can make a Nation little^ whUe the 
" Principles rem^n that made it ^eat' 



Sect. X. 
^Tbe Comlujhn 

•From diefe accumulated Prt>o&, dicn 

it feems evident, that our prefen.t effeminate 
Manners and £>e&i^ c^ Principle have . 
arifen from our exbrbitaat Trade and 
Wesldi, left without Check, to their na* 
tural 
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s c c T, taral Operidons and uncontrouled Influ- 
*• ence. And that thefe Manners, and this 
DcfeA of Principle, by weakening or dc- 
ftrojnog die aadonal Capadty, S{nrit of 
Defence, and Union* have produced fuch 
a general E>ebility as naturally leads to De- 
ftruiflion. 

We might now proceed to confirm thefit 
Keafonings, by Examples drawn from 
Hiftory. For there is hardly an ancient or 
modem Sbite of any Note recorded in 
Stpry, which would not in one Refpcft or 
other, confirm the leading Principles on 
which this Argument is built. 

In thefe^ throughout their fcvM^ 
Periods, we ihould fee Troiie and 
Wokb, or (what is in this refpefl 
equivalent) Cmquiji and Opulence^ taking 
their Progrefc: At one Period, polifliing 
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and ibengthening ; at another, refin- sect, 
ing, corrupting} weakening, deftro^^g. ^ ^ 
the State that gave them Entrance: 
Working indeed in difftrent Ways, and 
under a Variety of Appearances ; by Ava^ 
rice, by Fai^oDi hy Ei^minacy, t^ Pro* 
iligacy ; by a Mixture and Combination of 
all thefe Evils : fometimes dividing a Na-* 
tion againft itfelf ; at others, quelling it's 
Spirit, and leaving it an eafy Prey to die 
6rft Invader : Sometimes checked by a - 
Fifing Patriot, or counterworked k/f nation4 
Misfortunes : In one Country corrupting 
Manners j in another. Principles ; in a 
third, both Manners and Principles: ^li- 
dcring onePeople blind, another cowardly, 
another treacherous to itielf ; Stealing fe- 
cretly and infenfibly on one Nation ; over- 
whelming another in /Itdden Deftruc- 
(ioD. 

But 
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''■ But t9 enlarge on diefeSubjedsin tint 
-.ragutfandundiftinguiQungManner^whidi 
moflWritcrs have puriued ia treatmg them, 
tho' it mig}itciny ^eJ^araiKe c^Rea- 
foning, would in Trudi be Jio more than 
Deciamathn in DllguiTe. And to develqw 
and unravel the Particul^^ of Caules and 
£ffi:£t8, &ro' all their Vaiie^ of Combinar- 
tion and mutual Influeccci as it would ex- 
tend this Eftimate beyond it's defigned 
Limits, mi^ be left to make a Part of 
Ibme futOf e Enquiry. 



The Chara^ry EffeStij and Sources of 
•DOT Mannersand Principles^ being thuslaid 
<^n, the Writer had it in his Thoughts 
Co Irave proceeded to the Consideration of 
'^ their mjl praSlicable RemetUes" But as 
Ac C\c^et-Prye&s of retired and fpccu- 
J^ve Men, often are^ and always are r^ 
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pko'dei) as dnnurical \ he was therefore un- s' 1 c t- 
wilfing, at prdent^ to haaardtb»Difcredit *' 
of fudi an Atteqipt. 

HowETEK, left his Attempt (hould be 
deemed more viiionary than perhaps it is> 
he judged it not improper to hint at ibmft 
of the leading Principles on which it i» 
. built. And with this View, the following 
Reflexions are fubmittcd to die Cbnfide- 
ration of the Public 

Thc Wco-ld has been long amufed wilb 
a trite and hacknied Companion between 
Ae Life of Man, and that of States \ i% 
which it is ^etended that they both pro- 
ceed in the iame irrevocable Manners 
&om Infancy to Maturi^, from Maturity 
to Death : A Comparifon> perhaps -as 
^oundle& as it is common. Thehuman 
Body contains, in ib very Text\ire» Ac 
.Seeds 
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SECT Seeds of certaio Diflblution. That »« 

- -. - tho' you iet afide i^ the poflible Acddents 

irifing from Intemperance, ixoat the In- 
fluence <^ the Elements, die Climate, and 
every other external and contingentCaufe 
-the human t^rame itfelf, - after a certain 
Period, would grow into Rigidity; the 
Fluids would decreafe, the Solids accumu-' 
late, the Arteries oj^fyy the Blood ftagnatc, 
and the Wheels of Life Hand ftill. 

But in Societies, of whatever Klnd^ 
diere feems no fuch neceilary or eileatial 
Tendency to Diffolution. The human 
Body is naturally mortal ; the political^ 
only Cn by Acsident : Internal Diforders or 
Diieafes mayarife; External Violence may 
attack or overpower : but thefc Cauies, 
tho' always to be expected, are wholly in- 
cidental : the firft is precifely c^ the Tame 
Nature as Intemperance, the fecond aa 
th< 
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the Influence of the external Elements, on si c t. 

the human Body. But llierc appears ni>- 

thing in the internal Confttu6ion of any 
State^ dut tends inevitably to Diflbludon, • 
analogous to thole CauTes in the human 
Frame, which lead to certain Death. 

This Obicrvation ieems confirmed by 
Hiftory : Where you fee States, which, 
after beingfiink in ComiptionandDcbili^, 
have been brought back to the Vigour of 
their firfl Principles : But you muil have 
recourfc to Fables, for medicated Old 
Age, rcftorcd to Infancy or Youth. 

If diis be true, it ieems not alto^dier 
chimerical, tho' confelTedly difficult, to 
bring about the Reformation of a State. 
To lay down general Rules, in fuch a Cafe» 
would be likp giving a Famcea j the veiy 
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Btcr. Et^ridjk of Pt^tics. The Remedies 
■""ft be fnited Co the Difeaie. 

We have feen, that the ruling EtHs of 
Our Age and Nation have ariicn from the' 
unheeded Confequenccsof our Trade and 
Wealth. That thefe have produced 
effeminate MannerS} and occaSoned Lo& 
of Principle : That Aele have brought tm 
a national Debility. But would the let- 
ftning this exofWiant Trade and Wealth 
bring back Manners and Principles, and 
, rdftore the Nation's Strength ? — J verf 
much <Jueftbn tb© Event. 

But whatever the Confequences might 
be at I£}^, thofe^t^^rftM^ would certainly be 
£Ual. The French are every Day gaia^ 
Atig upon us in Commerce ; and if ou^ 
fhould leflen, theirs would iocreafe to our 
Deftnidtion. 

Thus 
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Thus are we fallen Jnto a kind of Di- sect. 
lemma : If our Commerce be mwntained ^' 
pr increafed, its EfFeds bid fair to deftroy 
us : If Commerce be difcouragcd and Ie& 
fencd, the growing Power of our Enemy 
Areatens the fame Confequence. 

There ieems, then, no other EJEpe- 
dicnt than this, ** That Commerce and 
«' ^Y^^*^ ^^ ^P^ difcouraged in their 
« Growth i hut checked and controukdin 
" tbejr Efe£is" 

And even in attempting this, Care niuil 
be had, leH in controuling the Efiet^ o( 
Commerce, we Ihould deftroy Commerce 
itfelf. 

We fee how ftrongly the natural Eife(9s 

of Trade and Wealth, are controuled in 

P ■ FramK 
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SECT. France, by proper Checks and counteraft- 
^' ing Principles : Yet mere Imitation is 
always a narroWf and c^ten an inef!edhial 
Scheme. Befides, a^ bur Conftitution is 
of a foperior Nature, (o our Manners and 
Princi^es muft be adapted to it, ere it can 
obtwi it's proper Strength. 

The Virtues yet left among us,, and 
enumerated above *, m^y be a poflible 
Foundation for fuch a Change. 

There arc two different Kirms of Re- 
medies, which might in due Time be ap- 
plied. The firft are radical, general, and 
lifting: The latter, palliative, particular, 
and temporary. 

The firft feem totally impraflicable at 
frefent: For as they fuppofe a Change <rf 

•Se«P«rtI. Sea. 1,3, V 

Manners 
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Manners and Principles, this may juftly be s e c xi 
regarded as an irapoffiblc Event, during the x. 
jttcfent Age j and rather to be wilhed than " 

hoped for, in the next. 

The palliative, particular, and tempo- 
rary Remedies, may feem more prafficablc 
at this Junfture. I mean, thofewhich are 
of the coerdve Kind ; which work by 
oppofed Paffions, or by deftroying the 
Opportunities or Occafions of Evil. 
Where the ruling Mifchiefs lie among the 
People, thefe Remedies, with proper Care» 
may eafily be adminiflered. Thus we 
have lately feen the falutary EiFe£ts of a 
new Kind of Police, eftabUlhed by a ufe- 
fiil Ma^ftrate in the City of Loruhn ; by 
which, the reigning Evil oi Street-Robberief 
hath been almoft wholly fupprefled ; altho* 
wemayreaibnably fuppofe, the Dilpofition 
towards them remains as ftrong as ever. 

P 2 " But 
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g g^ ^ But where the ruling Mifchief defolates 
X. the Great» there, even the palliative Re- 
' medies cannot eafily be applied : TheRea- 
fon is manifeft : A coercive Power is 
wanting : They who fhould cure the Evil 
are the very Delinquents : And mora! or 
political Phyfic is what no diilempered 
Mind will erer adminifter to itfelf. 

Necessity therefore, and NeceJJky 
oW, mail in Ilich a Cale be the Parent of 
Refonnation. So long as degenerate and 
unprincipled Manners can fupport then>- 
ielves, they will be deaf to Reaibn, blind. 
to Confequenccs, and obftinatc in the 
ioi^ eftabliihed Purfuit of Gain and Plea- 
fore. In fuch Minds, the Idea of a Public 
has no Place ; and therefore can never be 
a Curb to private Gratification : Nor can 
iijch Minds be ever awakened from their 
fatal 
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fetal Dream, till cither the Voice of an s e c t. 
abufed People roufe them into Fear ; or *^ 
the State itfelf totter, thro' the general 
Incapacity, Cowardice, and Difiimon erf" 
diofe who fhould fupport it 

Whenever diis compelling Power, 
Nece^y, ftiall appear; then, and not till 
then, may we hope that our Deliverance is 
at hand. £ifemin^:y. Rapacity, and , 
Faftion, will then be ready to reiign the 
Reins they would now ufurp ; One com- 
mon Danger will create one common In- 
tereft : Virtue may rife on the Ruins of 
Cprruptbn ; and a detpairing Natiwi yet 
be faved, by the Wifdom, the Integrity, 
and unlhaken Courage, of some great 
Minister. 



FINIS, 
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